
Chief ta in
MAHOPAC HIGH SCHOOL

H e a d l i n e s
Volume  LXXVIII - Issue One - November Issue

World News

Entertainment

Local News 

Pages 8

Page 3,4,5,6

Page 2,3

Pages 6,7

Sports

School Lunches: Better than McDonalds
Alexa Tyberg

 Students around 
Mahopac High School 
have often wondered about 
the quality of our school 
lunches.  Many students 
agree that the lunches 
here are a lot better than 
the lunches in the middle 
school.   
 There are two things 
that students cosider when 
determining the quality of 
food. 
 First, we take a 
look at the school’s pizza, 
which is served every day 
as an alternative to the 
main lunch.  Students 
who don’t want to buy hot 
lunches can always count 
on a slice of pizza to fill 
them up instead.  So what’s 
in this slice of pizza?  As 
it turns out, 19% of the 
pizza’s 351 calories come 
from saturated fats, which 
is 13% more than what the 
American Heart Association 
(AHA) recommends.  
Saturated fats can increase 
your risk of cardiovascular 
disease, and too much can 
lead to type 2 diabetes.  
But this amount should be 
okay, since there are only 
about 7 g of these fats.  The 
AHA recommends 13 grams 
be the maximum amount of 
saturated fat people eat per 
day.
 When comparing 
the school pizza to Domino’s 
pizza, the school pizza is 
the healthier choice as 

Domino’s pizza contains six 
grams of saturated fat.  Also, 
on one pizza is a pound of 
cheese, which may account 
for the slightly cheesy taste 
of the pizza.   
 Moving on to 
another of the commonly 
supplied foods: the 
hamburger.  From a 
nutritional standpoint, 
Mahopac’s burger is better 
than a McDonald’s burger 
because Mahopac’s burger 
has less saturated fat, 
cholesterol, and sodium 
and more protein and fiber.  
Yet does this truly mean the 
school hamburger is better 
than one from McDonalds? 
Until recently, both 
Mahopac and McDonalds 
used frozen patties.  Frozen 
or fresh, it seems our 
hamburgers are actually 
nutritionally superior to 
those of McDonalds. Even 
though people tend to only 
say negative things about 
cafeteria food, our burger 

deserves some credit for 
being healthier than one 
of the leading brands of 
hamburgers in the United 
States.
 Another popular 
option at the Mahopac 
High School cafeteria is the 
salad bar.  Why, though, is 
this the case?  Simply put, 
Aramark–our lunch food 
supplier–gets fresh fruit, 
vegetables, and greens 
from local farms during the 
parts of the year when it is 
possible.  Robert Campisi, 
director of food services in 
Mahopac High School, said, 
“Whenever possible during 
the year we purchase fresh 
fruits and vegetables from 
local/regional farms in the 
NY state area that meet 
Aramark’s strict safety 
guidelines.” According to 
Michigan State University, 
it is beneficial to eat locally 
grown foods as this choice 
supports your local economy 
while also benefitting the 

environment.  Two students 
even recommended 
the school salad to me 
as I was performing 
my investigation.  
Unfortunately, the majority 
of students are not willing 
to try the fruit, vegetables, 
or salad served here at the 
high school.
 Food is important 
to people—after all, we’d 
die without it, and it’s 
important to us students to 
stay healthy throughout our 
school day as well.  Which 
leads to the question: why 
does it seem that schools 
across the country serve 
their students food that 
is very low in nutritional 
value?  Though Mahopac 
food is of good quality, 
schools far and wide serve 
questionable food to their 
students.  The Journal 
of American Dietetic 
Association even links the 
nutritional value of food 
to academic performance, 
not to mention the fact that 
food quality will greatly 
effect athletic performance 
as well.  Students deserve 
fresh and healthy food; 
thankfully, Mahopac’s 
cafeteria has enough 
options for students to 
achieve a high quality meal.  
Schools should ensure that 
what they’re feeding their 
students-whether burgers 
or pizza or a salad bar- 
is something they would 
readily eat on a daily basis.

The Use of QR Codes Throughout MHS
Shereen Toor

 This year, along 
with new teachers and 
principals, came new and 
innovative technology, QR 
codes. Replacing sign in 
sheets and hall passes, QR 
codes allow administration 
to know where a student 
is through electronics. It’s 
no secret that the world is 
evolving and Mahopac is 
surely changing with it. QR 
codes, or Quick Response 
codes, use a barcode that 
students are allowed to 
scan.
 Apps most used 
include QR Reader, Quick 
Scan, QR Scanner, and 
Snapchat. With the new 
iOS11 update from Apple, 
iPhone cameras can also 
scan the QR codes. As the 
code is scanned, a link is 
attached and pops up. The 

page asks the student either 
where they are or where 
they are going, depending 
on where it is. The first 
couple times, the student 
may have to sign in with 
their school email, but after 
a few days, it recognizes the 
student automatically.
 QR barcodes 
are in the library media 
center, the cafeteria, study 
halls, and at Book Nooks 
throughout the hallways. 
Some classrooms even use 
them in lieu of bathroom 
passes. Some students may 
find some trouble with the 
QR codes if they do not 
have a smartphone, but 
most of the time, if that 
is the case, the student is 
either provided a computer 
to sign in using the link, 
or use a hall pass. Library 
Media Specialist, Mrs. 
Berkwits states, “The new 

QR code check in, check out 
systems allows for a greater 
level of freedom within 
the building. It’s great to 
see students enjoying the 
various common spaces, 
respecting the spaces, 
and owning the spaces.” 
Some students enjoy the 
innovative and sometimes 
quick sign in, but others 
disagree.
 Although the QR 
codes sound great, many 
problems lie underneath. 
Many scanning apps take 
some time to scan the 
barcode or don’t recognize 
it. Other times, the link 
is scanned and does not 
allow the student to sign 
in. Senior student, Beth 
Schum, relays that, “Some 
students think that the QR 
codes are hard to use so 
they don’t sign in.”
 Another problem 

with the QR codes is the 
lack of student’s honesty. 
The point of the QR codes 
is to allow the students 
an opportunity to do the 
right thing. The question 
is whether the students 
should be trusted to sign 
in by themselves. Some 
students also find the QR 
codes to be almost like 
trackers, which makes for 
an uncomfortable feel. A 
student criticizes, “I just 
don’t like how they need 
to know where we are at 
all times, even during our 
break.”
 The effectiveness 
of the QR codes are a 
controversial topic, but it 
deserves a couple different 
tries before it is instantly 
dismissed.

Vincent D. Russo

Mahopac High School’s pizza option for lunch
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Petra Island  
Gemma Franzetti

 The mysterious 
island on Lake Mahopac 
is Petra Island. This eleven 
acre island shaped like a 
heart with a house built into 
its side is currently owned 
by Barbara and Joseph 
Massaro. The purchase 
occurred in 1995 and the 
most interesting part is 
the purchase happened on 
the same day the offer was 
made. Mr. Massaro would 
ride his jet ski around the 
lake and always found an 
interest in the house on the 
island. He would leave notes 
on the door and finally, one 
day while he was on the 
lake, he saw the owner and 
he went up and made the 
offer. That day the deal was 
made. Mr and Mrs. Massaro 
were the owners who 
constructed the existing 
house.  The previous 
owner had a cottage on the 
island. In my interview with 
Mr.Massaro he said one 
of the hardest challenges 
in building the house was 
the transportation of the 
equipment and supplies 

out to the island. The house 
was built following plans 
written by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, although the house 
isn’t trademarked by his 
foundation, the plans were 
his. Mr. Massaro was very 
precise in getting detail 
into the house because to 
him, it was not another 
house but his house on his 
island. The Massaro’s have 
currently owned the island 
for 22 years and when 
asked what Mr. Massaro’s 
favorite part of the island is 
he claims the island itself is 
his favorite part.
 In another interview 
with his daughter Donna 
Massaro, the owner of the 
Freight House Cafe, when I 
asked her favorite part of the 
island she says she doesn’t 
have a favorite because she 
finds something new every 
time. I have learned that 
Petra Island has a magical 
effect on the people that 
go to the island making it 
Mahopac’s hidden treasure. 
If you mention this article 
to Donna at the Freight 
House Cafe, you are eligible 
for a free small coffee.

Mr.Mellin Interview
Gemma Franzetti

 This year at MHS we 
have many new additions to 
the teaching staff in almost 
every subject. In our science 
department we have a new 
physics teacher, Mr. Mellin.
 Mr. Mellin grew up 
in Levittown, Pennsylvania 
and moved with his family 
to New York. He pursued 
his higher  education at 
the notable Binghamton 
University.  He has been 
teaching for 20 years and 
most recently taught in the 
Chappaqua Central School 
District.
 In Chappaqua, Mr. 
Mellin taught 7th grade 
math and science, and AP 
Physics. Mr. Mellin’s goal 
for this year is for students 
to be successful and, 
when a former student is 
asked about physics as 
an adult, they will  have 
a happy and memorable 
experience. His favorite 
thing about teaching is 
being able to connect the 
harder material to everyday 
life, and for students to 
put to use what they have 

learned in the normal 
course of life.  Mr. Mellin 
wants students to know he 
is in our corner and that 
he is teaching for success, 
whether it’s after school, 
online videos, on google 
docs, google classroom, his 
website, the moodle app or 
in the classroom. His door 
is always open for whatever 
challenge you find in your 
educational career at MHS.

Marching Band Recruits New Members
Sophia Siliato

 Calling all band 
geeks. If you’ve always 
had a passion for music 
but just couldn’t fit it into 
your schedule, then the 
Mahopac Marching Band is 
the thing for you. 
 Marching Band 
is open to anyone and 
everyone from any grade. 
The marching band has an 
opening for any instrument 
you play or any new 
instrument you want to take 
up. Each year, the marching 
band follows a new theme 
for the music they play 
during their halftime shows 
at home football games. 
The marching band has 
done themes stretching 
from Disney to superheros 
to video games and will 
continue to change as the 
years roll on.
 The marching band 
is run by Mr.Williams and 
Mr.Wands with the help of 
Mr.Przymylski as the three 

of them work together to get 
the band to sound the best 
that they can while also 
planning field trips.
 Coming in 
October, the marching 
band will be taking a day 
trip to the University of 
Massachusetts for UMASS 
Band Day where hundreds 
of marching bands from 
all over the North East 
come together to perform 
at Gillette Stadium for the 
school’s football halftime 

show.
 Before UMASS, 
the marching band will be 
taking a road trip to Busch 
Gardens in Virginia for a 
couple days to perform 
and spend time in the 
amusement park while 
enjoying their October 
Fright Fest! The marching 
band also takes part in 
the local Mahopac parades 
and sometimes the parades 
in New York City as well, 
representing our school 

and our music department.
 The marching band 
is a tight-nit group where 
everyone is friends with 
each other and if you’ve ever 
heard a loud “AHH” from us 
in the distance, that would 
be our reaction to that day’s 
‘Word of the Day’ decided by 
Mr. Wands at the beginning 
of each time the marching 
band meets. The marching 
band currently has forty-
six members, including 
the color guard, and will 
unfortunately be losing half 
of its members due to the 
seniors graduating at the 
end of this year. While the 
seniors’ time in marching 
band comes to a close, 
these twnety-one spots 
need to be filled up next 
year so the marching band 
can continue to play.
 So whether it be 
playing an instrument or 
flipping a flag, join and 
support the Mahopac 
Marching Band.

Want to Volunteer? Join Create the Change
Wendy Wallis

 Create the Change 
Club is a club that focuses 
on issues in the world and in 
the community to set a goal 
of what we want changed, 
and brainstorm ideas on 
how to change it. The 
founding issue of this club 
was respect. Around the 
time this club was created, 
bullying, harassment, and 
abuse were problems our 
school and society faced. 
Create the Change Club 
took on the project of 
putting respect back into 
our school as a way to solve 

these problems. 
 To accomplish our 
goal we promoted respect 
throughout school by 
using posters, flyers, and 
advertising during our 
fundraisers. Some changes 
we have made in the past 
were affirmation signs that 
were hung all around the 
school to help brighten 
peoples days. This club 
also promoted the idea of 
having fresh sandwiches 
made for lunch as another 
food option. Some past 
fundraisers that we hope to 
continue are the Valentine’s 
carnation sale, Holiday 

sale, and the clothing 
drive to support Vietnam 
Veterans. 
 The money that 
is raised from various 
fundraisers is donated to 
a charity of our choosing. 
Most recently the club 
has donated the profits to 
Charity: Water, a charity 
that brings clean drinking 
water to those without 
it, internationally. Our 
donation was able to build a 
well that could provide clean 
drinking water to an entire 
community. The goals for 
this year is to explore the 
topic of vaping and bring 

to light the hazards it can 
cause. Another goal is to 
bring more awareness on 
the topic of self-harming, 
specifically how to help 
and prevent it. If you 
have any ideas or would 
like to contribute in some 
way come join Create the 
Change club, new members 
are always welcome! We 
meet in room 130, every 
Monday after school, 
volunteer hours awarded, 
with the help of Ms. Daley 
the club advisor.

Hallie Robcke

Mr. Mellin

twitter.com/MHS_marching/media

Mahopac’s Marching Band during Homecoming 2017.
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Olivia Vataj

 United For The 
Troops is an amazing 
organization that was 
founded in 2007 to 
provide comfort for our 
troops abroad. The family 
and friends of a soldier 
stationed overseas heard 
that many of the brave 
men and women who 
defend our country did not 
have families of their own 
to receive care packages 
from. In only a few weeks, 
United For The Troops 
was born, with volunteers 
collecting anything they 
could send to our military. 
Since then, it has grown 
tremendously,and has 
begun assisting Veterans 
as well. 
 If you would like 

to get involved, check 
out their website, which 
has news on upcoming 
events, and a wish list of 
suggested items. Some 
examples include: single-
serve snacks, toiletries, 
magazines, batteries, and 
CDs/ DVDs. Hand-written 
cards and American soil 
are also included in the 
boxes. Being able to pack 
boxes for this organization 
is an extremely gratifying 
experience, as it is a hands-
on and personal way to get 
involved. So many of the 
things we take for granted 
are not available to the 
soldiers who fight for our 
freedom every day. United 
For The Troops makes sure 
that. with help from you 
and me, our troops can get 
a little piece of home.

Support Our Troops

Erin Fenster

 In light of recent 
events there has been 
a spark of controversy 
surrounding the removal 
of over 19 confederate 
statues and monuments. 
There are multiple sides 
to this debate, but for the 
most part it’s two sided. 
One side is saying removing 
statues erases history and 
the statues of the men who 
fought for the confederacy in 
the civil war should be kept 
up. They believe if we erase 
history and try to sugarcoat 
our country’s past, it will 
eventually fade away. The 
other side believes the 
statues represent bigotry 
and racism and should not 
be monuments to honor 
traitors. Some people 
compare the removing of 
these statues as a positive 
turn to be more like 
Germany which has no 
Nazi statues, but instead 
has a Holocaust memorial. 
Others say that monuments 
are not based on actual 
history and are solely 
based on what others think 
about history. The issue 
has divided the country. 
President Trump has 
tweeted about the debate 

and opposes the removal 
of the statues. He tweeted, 
“Sad to see the history and 
culture of our great country 
being ripped apart with the 
removal of our beautiful 
statues and monuments. 
You can’t change history, 
but you can learn from it. 
Robert E Lee, Stonewall 
Jackson - who’s next, 
Washington, Jefferson? So 
foolish! Also, the beauty 
that is being taken out of 
our cities, towns and parks 
will be greatly missed and 
never able to be comparably 
replaced!” He seems to 
believe that the statues 
should be kept up and 
they are a “beautiful” part 
of American history. Many 
Americans agree with him. 
A Newshour/Marist poll 
with a pool of 1,125 U.S. 
citizens, surveyed by phone 
on Aug. 14-15, found that 
sixty-two percent of the 
Americans want the rest 
of the statues to remain 
where they stand, taking 
the president’s side of the 
matter, however 27% want 
them removed. Evidently, 
this issue is very split and 
could be debated forever if 
you looked at every point 
of view. It all boils down to 
personal opinions.

Confederate Statues

Alexis Annabi

 In Bihar, India, 
there is an illegal sand 
trade that has caused a 
scarcity of sand, effecting 
both the common people 
and the construction 
industry. The industry 
is currently controlled 
by a mafia, mining on 
the riverbeds during 
monsoon season (July 1 
to September 30), which 
is known to be illegal. This 
illegal trade has caused the 
prices for legal, avaliable 
sand, to be extremely high. 
Police have confiscated 
forty Poclain machines, 
meant for cutting minerals, 
and over 600 trucks. Over 
200 people have been 

arrested for illegally selling, 
transporting, or mining 
sand. It is hoped that by 
September 30, when the 
monsoon season and ban of 
mining ends, the situation 
will calm down. In response 
to the mafia’s actions, the 
Bihar Government set 
up a new corporation to 
replace the existing Bihar 
State Mineral Development 
Corporation, or BSMDC, 
in order to regulate the 
sale of minerals. The new 
corporation is called the 
Bihar Minerals Corporation, 
and has been registered 
in September. The new 
rules that this corporation 
implements are expected 
to significantly lower the 
illegal mining of sand.

Sand Mafia in India

Lia Larsen

 Although school 
has been going on for a 
few months, it’s sometimes 
still hard to believe that I’m 
actually a high schooler. 
Why, you may ask? When I 
first entered the high school, 
I realized how relaxed the 
atmosphere is compared to 
the middle school. In the 
middle school, you have 
to get picked up at 2:45 or 
have to take the late bus 
when it comes. You can’t 
leave any earlier. It feels 
like being ruled under an 
iron fist. There always has 
to be a teacher watching 
over you in a classroom, 
and it feels almost stifling. 
The atmosphere at the high 
school is definitely more of a 
free one. You can get picked 
up whenever your club 
meeting or activity ends, no 
matter how early or late it 
is. There is more freedom, 
and you can get a better 
taste of being independent. 
Also, this may just be me, 
but I’ve noticed that there 
is a significant amount of 

people there that are very 
tall. Although not everyone 
is taller than the Empire 
State Building, I still find 
myself terrified of being 
trampled by people taller 
than me.
 I’m still under 5’1”. 
Come on, give me a break. 
I’m usually very forgetful, 
but I get anxious very 
easily. As well as missing 
orientation, I only really 
remembered how to get to 
my Spanish classroom. 
So before I got to school, 
on the first day, I violently 
wrote and remembered 
every single one of my room 
numbers. I was given a very 
unpleasant surprise when 
I successfully made it to 
all of my classes on time 
but, had no idea where the 
nurse’s office was. It’s not 
fun missing orientation and 
having to run through the 
school when it’s too hot to 
think, and all of this in a 
leather vest.
 The teachers of the 
high school also seem to 
give more respect to the 
students. They don’t treat 

you like little kids lost in 
the supermarket; if you 
mess up, they treat you 
like actual adults who 
know that they’ve made a 
mistake. Being given this 
kind of respect is really 
refreshing, and it exposes 
students to a touch of the 
real world. In addition 
to everything previously 
mentioned, it’s also a very 
disorienting change from 
not being able to use your 
phones at all unless given 
special permission, to being 
able to use them during free 
time. Although I don’t have 
a lunch time, I do utilize my 
time in the halls to text my 
friends and see what’s new. 
It’s liberating to have all of 
these privileges given to us, 
right from the start.
 The high school, 
although intimidating 
at first, is still fairly 
intimidating. However, I 
think I’ll be able to get used 
to it no time. I’m confident 
in how welcoming the 
school is and how helpful 
the other students and staff 
continue to be.

A Day in the Life of a Freshman

Join the Human Rights Club
Kathryn-Alexa Kennedy

 The Human-Rights 
Afya Club is a brand new 
club to Mahopac High 
School and we are looking 
for members who want to 
have a positive impact not 
only in our community, but 
globally.  With the endless 
evolution in modern day 
society and the fast paced 
change going on around the 
world, many countries have 
found themselves caught in 
the middle of a war, where 
there is no clear victor, 
and conditions get worse 
everyday.  Many people in 
the small community of 
Mahopac are unaware of 
the horrible conditions in 
some third-world countries 
and their only account of 
these war-torn areas comes 
from the local news station. 
 The concept of 
human rights is an ideal 
that we are privileged to 
have in the United States, 
and unfortunately, many 
people take this liberty for 
granted.  The Human Rights 
club would function as a 
way to bring community 
together locally and make 
Mahopac a better place.
 On March 16, 2017, 
ten sophomores from our 
school attended a student 
leadership conference 
concerning human rights 
and the Holocaust.  We 
were split into groups with 
students from different 
schools who had also 

shown strong leadership 
skills in their community.  
In our groups, we discussed 
certain issues that not only 
affected our own country, 
but all over the world.  We 
also heard from a woman, 
Danielle Butin, who runs 
a small organization called 
Afya, which is the Swahili 
word for health.  She shared 
her heartbreaking story 
with us about her trips to 
Africa.  She explained that 
she met a woman there 
who was a doctor and had 
all the training she needed 
to help these local people, 
but lacked the supplies 
she needed to help them.  
Upon her return, she 
helped to start this unique 
organization which works to 
collect and deliver critically 
needed medical supplies, 
hospital equipment, and 
humanitarian provisions 
for acute and ongoing 
health crises worldwide.  
Afya salvage most of its 
supplies and equipment 
from healthcare centers. 
Each year, American 
hospitals discard 7,000 
tons of usable medical 
supplies. Since 2008, Afya 
has recovered $26 million 
worth of these critical 
supplies.  
 Each year, 
hundreds of volunteers 
donate a combined 20,000 
hours of service to sort, 
inventory and pack our 
recovered medical supplies. 
This process allows them 

to maintain a detailed 
database of our inventory 
so we can tailor our 
shipments to our partners’ 
needs.  Afya has worked 
with public health partners 
in fifty-six countries in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and the Caribbean. We 
would work with healthcare 
professionals to ascertain 
the specific needs of each 
mission and ship custom 
containers, pallets or duffel 
bags. As a school, we 
would spread awareness 
and host supply drives, 
as well as volunteer at the 
warehouses.  
 After returning to 
Mahopac, everyone that 
attended the conference 
was overwhelmingly on 
board with starting our own 
chapter of a Human Rights 
Club. We wanted to bring 
back the essence of our 
experience to share with 
our school and community, 
considering that Mahopac 
has never had a Human 
Rights Club before and it 
is such an important issue 
in our world today. Our 
teacher advisors are Ms. 
Price (Room 212) and Ms. 
Gambacorta (Room 209).  
We hope to see you there!
If you are interested in 
joining, please contact 
Kathryn Kennedy, 
Kennedy1401@yahoo .
com or Natalie Scanlon, 
nscanlon12@gmail.com

Are You Interested in Joining Chieftain?
Email Us!

mhschieftain@gmail.com
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Sarahy Perez

 Chiefly, through 
conventional reasoning, a 
government is committed 
to strategic and logical 
operations to protect, 
organize, and maintain 
a cohesive society. 
Likewise, citizens share a  
responsibility to coexist with 
each other notwithstanding 
differences, abiding within 
“fair” law, and being the the 
most important factor of 
stability in a given country. 
However, in Myanmar, 
mayhem and impulse has 
transcended morality and 
sane judgement, finding 
itself in an impressive 
and arguably progressive 
debacle.
As of September 8, 2017, 
the sum of Rohingya 
Muslims fleeing Myanmar 
to its neighboring country 
Bangladesh, has ascended 
to a colossal measure 
of 270,000 in its last 
two  preceding weeks. 
Escaping what they would 
regard as infringement 
of humanitarian rights, 
Rohingya Muslims are 
a minority immigrant 
ethnic group situated 
in the Western part of 
Myanmar. Since the dated 
1970’s, an estimated one 
million Rohingya have 
fled Myanmar by virtue of 
the extensive prosecution 
of both government and 
civilians within its borders. 
Ever since October 9, 2016, 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state 

has been on a lockdown, 
rejecting entry of aid 
agencies, journalists, and 
independent observers. 
Moreover, since lethal 
clashes in 2012, hundreds 
of thousands have been 
dispatched to ghetto camps.
 “Clearance Operations”, 
is a term designated to 
explain the ethnic cleansing 
of Myanmar’s Rohingya 
from the Rakhine state. The 
government all the same 
rationalizes with their own 
notion of justice; branding 
them illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh. Whether 
it is really illogical or 
sound, the same reasoning 
is given to condone the 
circumstance of 1982: the 
total denuding of Rohingya 
citizenship rights. In 
essence, the culmination 
of these rights denote the 
denial of land property 
rights and ownership, free 
movement, education, and 
employment.
 The fashion in 
which these clearances are 
conducted are oftentimes 
by means of horrific acts 
of violence. The military 
regime, still maintaining 
what is manifestly an 
impressive deal of control in 
the country and parliament, 
have evidently committed 
several crimes against 
humanity. Rampant troop 
killings, systematic rape, 
burning of homes and 
people both young and old, 
are used as instruments 
to curb and balance their 

society.
Along the border of 
Myanmar and Bangladesh, 
thousands of Rohingya have 
trekked, rowed and swam 
across the Nef river serving 
as a natural boundary amid 
the adjacent countries. 
Twenty bodies, twelve 
of which were children, 
were drawn from the river 
Thursday August 31 of 
2017. The Rohingya mass, 
endeavour to escape on 
cramped boats, and those 
who survive end up living 
in filthy border camps.      
 Osman Gani, an Arabic 
teacher, swam across 
the Naf river to reach 
Bangladesh near a port of 
Cox’s bazar (a Bangladesh 
city). He tells his account 
of his struggle for refuge: 
“They [Myanmar’s military] 
oppressed us and fired at 
us from aircraft, people 
were killed in front of my 
house. They chased the girls 
and gunned them down, 
and they burned many 
people. They burned them 
in front of my house.” On 
that premise, Myanmar’s 
military chief, Min Aung 
Hlaing, invalidates this 

chronicle of exploitations 
the Rohingya profess. “If any 
violators were discovered, 
the offenders would 
be persecuted”, Hlaing 
states. Both government 
and military assert that 
the Rohingya are indeed 
Bengali immigrants, but go 
conveniently unrecognized 
by Bangladesh.
 Yet of those who 
flee, are those who declare 
total warfare. Some of 
the militants practice 
the integral ambush and 
mutilation of government 
forces; these militants 
are a rebel group led by 
Rohingya Muslim Ata 
Ullah, who shed blood 
for freedom of movement, 
education, and citizenship 
with machetes, homemade 
grenades and what they 
call, “a few stolen rifles.” A 
report by the International 
crisis group states the rebel 
group, christened “Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army” 
(ARSA), is a coalition of 
Rohingya Émigrés in Saudi 
Arabia, comprising the 
familiarity of international 
training and guerilla 
tactics. However much like 

the military, the militants 
negate this claim.
   On August 25 2017, the 
military announced the 
death of at least 71 military 
personnel in an overnight 
attack by about 100 rebels 
at more than 25 locations. 
Though ARSA claimed the 
attacks were for the avail 
of Rohingya communities, 
Suu Kyi (Myanmar political 
leader) called the attacks 
“a calculated attempt to 
undermine the efforts of 
those seeking to build peace 
and harmony in Rakhine 
state.” Suu Kyi initiated 
a government committee 
and an international 
commission managed by 
previous UN secretary 
guard, Kofi Annan, in hopes 
of confronting the crisis. 
Ullah blames Kyi of showing 
poor sympathy for what he 
deems an unjust suffering 
of the Rohingya; “We will 
continue to attack the 
oppressor, the government, 
until our citizenship is 
reinstated.” Some refugees, 
though not in physical 
engagements, support the 
rebels from afar.
         As of the current 
date, refugees continue 
to flee in impressive 
numbers; the government, 
military, and citizens are 
still seemingly in need of 
a solution to their discord 
and combat. Occurring 
since the 1970’s, the end 
to the fear and mass fleeing 
in the Rakhine state is 
seemingly in hind sight.

The Demographic Exodus of Muslims from Myanmar

Kelli Murphy

 In early September, 
United States’ Ambassador 
to the United Nations, Nikki 
Haley made bold statements 
to get the attention of North 
Korea and Kim Jong-Un. 
She began by saying that 
dictator Kim Jong-Un was 
“begging for war” with the 
United States with all of the 
North Korean missile tests 
in the recent weeks and 
months. She spoke at an 
emergency session of the UN 
Security Council, stating 
that “enough is enough”, 
and that North Korea will 
be facing the strongest 
possible measures. This all 
comes after the 6th North 
Korean nuclear test was 
launched, it was the most 
powerful nuclear missile 
tested by North Korea to 
date. Haley acknowledged 
that North Korea is more 
dangerous than ever and 
is more threatening than 
ever. Toward the end of 
her statement, Haley said, 
“I think that North Korea 
has basically slapped 
everyone in the face in the 
international community 
that has asked them to 
stop,” These statements 
of an impending war with 
North Korea were intended 
to get the attention of the 
totalitarian state. Haley’s 

“Outburst” was aimed at 
trying to get North Korea 
to slow their nuclear 
missile tests and to show 
that the United States will 
not back down from their 
threats. Haley also added 
that, “quickly enacting 
the strongest possible 
sanctions in the Security 
Council was the only 
way to resolve the issue 
diplomatically.” “We’ve 
kicked the can down the 
road long enough, there is 
no more road left.” Her final 
statement was, “Trump 
was being honest when he 
said he’d totally destroy 
North Korea.” This was 
definitely a sure fire way to 
get the attention of North 
Korea. Now, we must see 
how Haley’s words spark 
a reaction in Kim Jong-Un 
and the rest of North Korea.

Haley’s Bold Words 
Chris Goldberg

 Hurricane season 
is a season, as the name 
implies, where hurricanes 
are more active. The 
Atlantic hurricane season 
lasts from June 1 to the 30 
of November. Six months is 
a very vague time stretch 
since it ecompasses half of 
the year, but studies have 
shown that 97% of tropical 
activity happens between 
those six months. In past 
hurricane seasons, the most 
active year was 2005 and 
the least active was 1914. 
In 2005, thirty-one cyclones 
formed. Twenty-eight of 
those cyclones formed to be 
tropical storms and fifteen 
of the cyclones eventually 
evolved into hurricanes. 
The 2005 hurricane season 
featured four category five 
hurricanes with Hurricane 
Wilma being the strongest. 
In total, the damage caused 
by this hurricane season 
was $159 billion. In 1914, 
no major hurricanes 
were recorded.  Only one 
tropical storm formed, 
and it was known as the 
least active season. Above 
all, the deadliest season 
was in 1998. With four 
simultaneous hurricanes 
on September 26, the death 
toll was over 12,000.
 The damage caused 

by the current 2017 
hurricane season so far is 
at a cost of $132.9 billion. 
With two months left in 
the season, this year could 
very well be the most active 
hurricane season yet.
 The 2017 hurricane 
season by far is one of the 
most active storm seasons. 
So far this season has had 
fourteen cyclones form, 
thirteen of which were 
tropical storms and seven 
of them being hurricanes. 
Featuring two category two 
hurricanes, three category 
four hurricanes, and two 
category five hurricanes. 
The most powerful of the 
hurricanes being Hurricane 
Irma, which made landfall 
in Puerto Rico, and 
then landed in Florida, 
hitting all of the state. In 
history, not many major 
hurricanes hit the US, 
but so far in this season 
two major hurricanes 
directly hit the US. One 
of these hurricanes was 
Hurricane Harvey, which 
was a category four and 
landed in Texas. According 
to The Washington Post, 
Hurricane Harvey dropped 
thirty-three trillion gallons 
of water in Texas. In a way, 
Hurricane Harvey did not 
land only in Texas. The 
effects of hurricane Harvey 
were felt all throughout the 

US. Gas prices in NY went 
up fifty cents due to the 
hurricane that hit Texas. 
The only shortage from 
Florida may have been 
oranges, but toddlers can 
live without that.
 The other hurricane 
was Irma, which was a 
category five and landed 
in Puerto Rico and Florida. 
Speaking of Puerto Rico, 
this territory has so far been 
hit the hardest. First with 
the category five Hurricane 
Irma, and after that  Puerto 
Rico was devastated by the 
category five Hurricane 
Maria. The entire country 
lost power due to Hurricane 
Maria, and most, if not all of 
it is flooded. The hurricane 
season so far has been 
deadly and very expensive. 
Expect death tolls, costs, 
and storms to increase 
as only two-thirds of this 
hurricane season is over.

Hurricanes: Past and Present
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A boat of Muslims fleeing Myanmar.
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Nikki Haley speaking at the UN.
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Hurricane Irma hitting Florida.



5W o r l d  N e w sN o v e m b e r  2 0 1 7

Alexis Annabi

 A major part 
of President Trump’s 
campaign is to crack down 
on immigration. This is no 
exception for the children 
and young adults enrolled 
in the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals or DACA, 
called dreamers. DACA 
is an immigration policy 
that was created under 
the Obama Administration 
that allows some people 
who entered the country 
as minors illegally, to 
receive a renewable two-
year period of deferred 
action from deportation 
and to be eligible for a 
work permit. President 
Trump has given congress 
six months to propose 
and change legislation for 
DACA before he ends the 
program.   
 There are 
approximately 800,000 
children and young 
adults enrolled. Some 
were not renewed, leaving 
approximately 690,000 
active. 
 Trump seems 

positive that “we’re going 
to sign it and we’re going to 
make a lot of happy people,” 
and “long term, it’s going 
to be the right solution.” 
Though polls suggest 
that most people, even a 
majority of Republicans, 
support DACA, President 
Trump plans to move 
forward with it. When asked 
if they support the elements 
of DACA, the majority of 
Republicans, conservatives, 
independents, moderates, 
Democrats, and liberals 
polled said yes.  
 On September 25, 
2017, new legislation to 
replace DACA was released, 
predictably being more 
conservative than DACA. 
The bill, called the Succeed 
Act, has some similarities 
to the DACA. Like DACA, 
in order to be eligible for 
the Succeed Act, illegal 
immigrants would have to 
be under 16 years old when 
they arrived in the United 
States and live here since 
June 15, 2012. An addition 
to the bill is that to be eligible 
for the Succeed Act, the 
immigrants are required to 

pass a background check, 
pay off any taxes or form 
a repayment plan, submit 
biometric data to the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, and have a high 
school diploma. According 
to the official website of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, biometric data is 
used to “detect and prevent 
illegal entry into the U.S., 
grant and administer 
proper immigration 
benefits, vetting and 
credentialing, facilitating 
legitimate travel and trade, 
enforcing federal laws, and 
enabling verification for 
visa applications to the 
U.S.”
 The Succeed Act 
is nicknamed the “15 year 
path.” This name comes 
from the minimum amount 
of time it will take to obtain 
legal citizenship with this 
program. After meeting 
the requirements, the 
immigrants would then be 
considered “conditional 
permanent residents.” 
This status is kept for 10 
years. During those years, 
the applicant must earn a 

college degree, serve in the 
military for three years, or 
remain employed the whole 
time. After these 10 years, 
they can apply for a green 
card. A person has to renew 
their status twice during 
these 10 years, once every 
5 years. After a person 
applies for a green card, 
they must wait another five 
years until they can apply to 
become a citizen. 15 years 
is a minimum to become 
a citizen for dreamers, 
because often this process 
does not go as smoothly as 
they would hope. 

 The Succeed Act 
does not support chain 
migration, which Trump 
has been vocally against. 
Chain migration is when 
a group of immigrants 
migrate to the same place. 
On September 15, 2017, 
Trump tweeted, “CHAIN 
MIGRATION cannot be 
allowed to be part of any 
legislation on Immigration!” 
Like replacing DACA, 
chain migration remains 
a controversial topic and 
plays a large role in the 
future of many dreamers.

A Future for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals

Jett Perillo

 In June, there was 
a reported Legionnaires 
outbreak in New York 
City. This disease infected 
six people, four of whom 
had to be hospitalized for 
about a week, and in one 
case proved to be lethal. 
This outbreak raised many 
eyebrows towards the 
standards of public health 
inspectors in NYC.
 What is Legionnaires 
Disease? Legionnaires 
disease is a bacterial form of 
pneumonia. It is spread by 
tiny water droplets or mist 
in the air. Luckily, it is rare 
and treatable, although this 
disease can kill a person if 
it goes undiagnosed for an 
extended period of time.
 How Did the 
Outbreak Happen? 
It is believed that the 
outbreak was caused by 
a contaminated water 
systems in East Harlem 
Police Station, which 
caused people who drank 
it to fall ill. This is not the 
first time a Legionnaires 
outbreak has happened. 
In 2015, seventy people 
were infected while fifteen 
died due to this outbreak 
in the Bronx. This outbreak 
in 2015 was  due to 
contamination in  rooftop 
cooling towers in the 
area. Hopefully, New York 
City’s government and 
safety departments will 
take steps to prioritize the 
health of their citizens and 
prevent future Legionnaires 
outbreaks.

Miriam Ahmed

 Recently there has 
been public outcry for 
the denial of the October 
1st referendum deciding 
its independence from 
Spain.  
 The Spanish 
government had taken 
action against the 
vote. According to their 
constitution, the separation 
would be illegal, so the vote 
was banned all together. 
The Spanish Government 
had also taken measures to 
increase police surveillance 
in the area and has arrested 
fourteen Catalan officials, 
as well as taken away ballot 
papers and leaflets. 
 Catalan Regional 
President Carles 
Puigdemont had voiced 
his disappointment with 
increased police presence 
saying, “How would people 
in the UK feel if ferries 
stuffed with police officers 
suddenly turned up where 
they live? Or if they saw 
police vans all over the 
motorway and paramilitary 
police – like the Guardia 
Civil – raiding newspaper 
offices or government 
buildings or private homes 
and arresting people as 
if they were dealing with 
terrorists?”
 Many of the people 
on the pro-Catalonia side 
support independence 
because of higher tax rates 
on the Catalan people, along 
with deep rooted cultural 
and linguistic differences. 
They also feel Catalon leans 
more left compared to the 
conservative government 
in Madrid and fear that 
Catalan voices are ignored. 

Dissatisfaction with the 
current government has 
also been brewing over a 
ten year period following the 
changes to the 2006 Catalan 
statute of autonomy, which 
has limited the region’s 
independence. Spain’s 
economic crisis also 
exacerbated the region’s 
desire to secede.
 The region has 
seven and one-half million 
residents, with forty percent 
who want independence 
seventy percent who want 
the right to vote on the 
issue. Puigdemont stated 
that if the people voted 
“yes,” he would declare 
independence. Puigdemont 
also said that he would 
stop the vote if the Madrid 
government proposed 
negotiations. Catalonia 
might be seeking a similar 
arrangement to the Basque 
Country, who is still part 
of Spain, but remains its 
autonomous community.

 The European 
Union’s stance is in support 
of Spain; however, most 
European Union leaders 
are remaining quiet on the 
issue. 
 The EU has 
stated it will respect 
the Constitutions of its 
member countries, so no 
intervention will be taking 
place. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel remarked 
that it was Spain’s domestic 
issue, but that Germany 
is interested in Spain’s 
stability. Many fear backing 
Catalan will also signal 
support for other separatist 
movements in Europe. 
More separatist movements 
like Brexit and the Catalan 
Indepencense Movement 
might lead to Europe 
needing to face questions 
about the economic future 
of many countries. The 
EU’s Chief Executive, Jean-
Claude Juncker, has stated 
that if Catalan leaves Spain 

in the future, Catalan can 
only be back in the EU, if 
it constitutionally secedes 
from Spain. 
 With forty-three 
percent of eligable Catalans 
voting, the pro-indepence 
side won ninty-two percent 
of the vote and the unionist 
side winning nearly eight 
percent of the vote. This 
issue is not leaving Spain 
anytime soon. After the 
vote on the referendum, 
Spanish President Mariano 
Rajoy took direct control 
of the region and sacked 
Puigdemont’s seperatist 
government. There is a vote 
scheduled on December 
21 to replace the former 
Catalan government. A 
pro-succession party in 
Catalonia is participating 
in this election, so if the 
majority of people vote for 
this party, the Catalan 
Indepence Movement will 
likely pick right back up 
where it stopped.

Disease 
Outbreak

Catalan Independence Movement
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Protesters at a defend DACA rally.
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Protestors at a pro-Catalan Independence rally.
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Brand New TV Shows to Watch this Fall Season
Alexandra Gaspar

Lore:
Slated for ten episodes, Lore is a 
horror show based on a critically 
acclaimed podcast of  the same 
name. With an anthology format, 
the show will feature a new story 
with each episode, following in the 
podcast’s footsteps. It will look into 
the nonfiction origins of  zombies, 
ghosts, witches, and serial killers. 
The show premiered on October 
13 on Amazon Prime.

Philip K. Dick’s Electric Dreams: 
A sci-fi anthology series and similar 
in the format of  Netflix’s own 
Black Mirror, the show is based on 
the works of  Philip K. Dick. With 
each standalone episode featuring 
a new story every time, the show 
has a wide range of  critically 
acclaimed actors including: Steve 
Buscemi, Anna Paquin, Janelle 
Monáe, Bryan Cranston, and Liam 
Cunningham. The show can be 
found on Amazon Video.

The Gifted:
Based on the X-Men comics, The 

Gifted features a new tale within the 
mutant cinematic universe on the 
small screen. However, this show 
is set in a world where mutants, 
people who naturally develop 
superhuman powers, are treated 
with distrust and fear. The show 
will focus on two ordinary parents 
running from the government 
when they discover their children 
possess mutant abilities. The show 
premiered on October 2 on Fox.
 
Marvel’s Runaways:
Based on the Marvel comics of  the 
same name and set in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, Runaways 
tells the tale of  six teenagers united 
against a common enemy - their 
criminal parents. 
After discovering that their parents 
are part of  an evil organization 
of  super villains, the group of  
teenagers subsequently runs away 
from home in order to atone for 
their parents’ actions.    
The show will premiere on 
November 21 on Hulu.
 

The Good Doctor:
The show centers on Shaun 
Murphy, a young surgeon who is 
autistic and has savant syndrome, 
as he joins the reputable pediatrics 
unit at San Jose St. Bonaventure 
Hospital. His unique perspective 
and extraordinary medical skill 
allows a new and fresh way 
to help those in need, despite 
the skepticism arising from his 
colleagues. The show premiered 
on September 25, only on ABC.

Young Sheldon:
A spin-off  prequel to The Big Bang 
Theory, the show will feature nine-
year-old Sheldon as he navigates 
high school. A young Sheldon 
struggles to be understood by 
his peers and family. Jim Parsons, 
the actor for the adult version of  
Sheldon, narrates throughout the 
episodes. The show will premiere 
on November 2, only on CBS. 

Ghosted:
Craig Robinson and Adam 
Scott will star as the lead roles, 
skeptic and a firm believers in the 

paranormal as they are recruited 
into an organization called The 
Bureau Underground. Where they 
investigate what goes bump in the 
night in Los Angeles. The show 
premiered on October 1 on Fox.

Star Trek Discovery: 
A prequel to the original Star 
Trek series back in the 60s, Star 

Trek Discovery will feature the 
Federation–Klingon cold war. Set 
a decade before the events of  the 
original series, the show will follow 
the crew of  the USS Discovery. 
Carrying on the legacy of  the 
previous series, production made 
an effort to feature a diverse cast. 
The show premiered on September 
24, only on CBS.
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Poster for Star Trek: Discovery
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The new iPhone X

Surprise from President Obama
Alexandra Gaspar

 It was a very 
eventful day for students at 
McKinley Technology High 
School in Washington D.C. 
on September 8 as former 
president Barack Obama 
made an impromptu visit 
to the school. He met 
with nineteen students to 
discuss “their life goals, 
pursuing higher education, 
and giving back to their 
communities,” according to 
Obama’s office. 
“One of the things that I did 
throughout my presidency 
is I’d meet with groups of 
young people everywhere I 
went because I do believe 
that most of the problems 
that we have are going to be 
solved by you,” President 
Obama said to the students 
in the video found on 
social media. In the 
statement of spokesperson 
Keith Schiller, President 
Obama’s visit was focused 
on supporting the next 
generation of leaders and 
that meeting was a part of 

that ongoing conversation 
with young people.
 President Obama 
visited the school also due 
to the school district’s 
initiative to empower young 
men of color. Launched 
in 2015, the D.C.’s 
Empowering Males of Color 
program provided academic 
and personal support 
in response to President 
Obama’s My Brother’s 
Keeper initiative.  Although 
the high school is in 
Washington D.C., President 
Obama was unable to 
visit the school during his 
presidency due to the high 

intensity of security.
 Following the end of 
his presidency, President 
Obama has led a fairly 
low profile. His first public 
appearance since leaving 
office was in April when he 
held a discussion with young 
leaders at the University of 
Chicago. However, this visit 
comes on the heels of his 
statement regarding the 
Trump administration’s 
actions regarding DACA. 
This was a very surprising 
way of welcoming back the 
students into a new school 
year.
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President Obama speaking with students at McKinley Technology.

Endangered Species
David Kaprielian

In this issue of Chieftain, 
we will spotlight three 
endangered species.

Black Rhino
Critically Endangered
Population: 5,000 - 5,400
The Black Rhino, part of 
the oldest group of land 
mammals, is now on the 
brink of extinction. Due to 
extreme over hunting by 
Europeans, their numbers 
have been reduced to less 
than 6,000. Even now, 
illegal poaching of them for 
their horns have led to over 
1,000 of them being killed 
in 2016 alone. However, 
thanks to conservation 
efforts by the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), they are not 
doomed to extinction.

Bengal Tiger
Status: Endangered
Population: Greater than 
2,500
Primarily found in India, 
the Bengal Tiger is actually 
the most numerous of 

the tiger subspecies. 
Illegal poaching has led 
to the devastation of this 
creature’s population, even 
though it tops the wild food 
chain. WWF efforts have 
gained ground in the effort 
to protect these animals, 
but rising sea levels harm 
the mangrove forest where 
these big cats are found.

Eastern Lowland Gorilla
Critically Endangered
Population: Unknown
The Eastern Lowland 
Gorilla has been rapidly 
approaching extinction due 
to years of civil unrest in 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Because of this 
violence, it has been near 
impossible to track the 
numbers of this herbivore. 
The range of their habitat 
has halved in recent years, 
sinking their population 
deeper by the day. Efforts 
by the WWF have been 
counteracting illegal 
poachers and reclaiming 
land for these animals.

News from Apple: The iPhone X is Out Now to Buy
Alexandra Gaspar
 Every year since the 
reveal of  the first iPhone, Apple 
has announced their new iPhone 
to be sold in the millions and every 

year these phones change rather 
dramatically.
 This year is no exception. 
At the first-ever event at the 
Steve Jobs Theater on the Apple 

Campus, the company launched 
what Apple CEO Tim Cook calls 
“the biggest leap forward since 
the original iPhone,” the iPhone 
X. While you may pre-order the 
phone on October 27, they will 
be in stores November 3. There 
are half  a dozen features to pick 
and choose from that separate the 
iPhone X from any phone Apple 
has released.
 The storage capability 
goes from either 64GB to a 
whopping 256GB and pricing 
starts at $999 to $1,149 accordingly. 
Battery life, according to Apple, 
will have two more hours of  battery 
life than the iPhone 7, which has a 
quoted life of  12 hours.
 The color of  the phone is 
available either silver or space gray. 
The phone’s camera will be even 

better and faster, especially for low-
light performance, allowing you to 
take your selfies in the best quality 
there is. Say goodbye to TouchID 
as it will be replaced by facial 
recognition introduced as FaceID. 
FaceID will allow you to unlock, 
authenticate, and pay with only 
your face. Although the FaceID 
did fail the first time around in 
the demo, there is no denying how 
revolutionary this may be.
 Another monumental 
change is the edge-to-edge 5.8-
inch screen the iPhone X will 
have. As last year was the end of  
the headphone jack, this year it 
is the end of  the home button. 
This might take a bit longer to 
get used to than the missing jack 
as the most recognizable feature 
of  every iPhone since its creation 

has vanished. The phone will have 
glass on the front and back with a 
stainless steel frame, is water and 
dust resistant  Animated emojis, 
coined Animoji, and augmented 
reality apps were also introduced.
 Technology reviewers 
claim this will “shape the future 
iPhones for the next few years, at 
the least.” Alongside the launching 
of  the new iPhone came along, the 
Apple Watch Series 3, new AirPods, 
the fifth generation of  Apple TV, 
wireless charging, and four new 
software updates. Whether you call 
it the iPhone “10” or “X,” which 
has the potential of  becoming 
the next “jif ”/”gif ” controversy, 
there is no denying Apple’s radical 
changes will soon take an effect 
on the accessible technology for 
society.
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Book Review: Dracula by Bram Stoker
Olivia Vataj

 Vampires have 
been enticing audiences for 
centuries. These mythical, 
blood-sucking monsters 
have been reimagined 
countless times. From 
the frightening and 
grotesque 1922 silent 
film Nosferatu, to Anne 
Rice’s morbidly romantic 
Vampire Chronicles, 
each interpretation puts 
a creative twist on this 
nightmarish creature. But 
none would be here today if 
it wasn’t for the masterpiece 
of the vampire genre, Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula.
 Written in 1897, 
it did not at first garner 
the massive success that 
it has reached today, but 
was rather considered an 
enjoyable adventure story. 
By the early 20th century, 

mostly because of the 
popular film and theatre 
adaptations, it gained its 
iconic status.
 The novel is written 
in epistolary format, 
meaning that the story is 
told using diary entries, 
ship logs, and newspaper 
articles. The book is both 
terrifying and intriguing, 
and its vivid descriptions, 
combined with a beautiful 
Victorian-era prose, makes 
for a sensory and creepy 
read.
 The plot follows 
the main characters of 
Jonathan and Mina Harker, 
Abraham Van Helsing, 
John Seward, Arthur 
Holmwood, and Quincey 
Morris, as they battle the 
evil Count Dracula. The 
setting is focused primarily 
during the 1890’s in 
England and Transylvania 

(present day Romania). 
Being a gothic horror novel, 
it deals heavily with themes 
of death, religious allegory, 
and of course, romanticism, 
However, history buffs 
would appreciate its many 
historical and cultural 
references. Because it is 
such a detailed work of 
literature, it can be used as 
an excellent tool to compare 
modern day culture and 
science to how people lived 
and what they understood 
back in the Victorian era.
          I would recommend this 
book to anyone with a love 
for reading and an interest 
in horror. It is not difficult 
to read, if you can get past 
some tricky vocabulary and 
“old-timey” terminology. 
Another bonus is that, 
because it was written so 
long ago, it is now part of 
Public Domain. This means 

that you can download 
Dracula for free on your 
device.
 So if you’re looking 
for an age-old classic, I 
suggest you pick up a copy 
of Dracula. Who knows, 
after you’re finished, it may 
leave you thirsting-oh,  I 
mean wanting- for more.
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The cover of the novel Dracula

See It
Alana Rabinowitz

 The movie It 
consists of seven young 
outcasts that face their 
worst nightmare. An evil 
clown named Pennywise 
emerges from the sewer 
every 27 years to prey on 
young children. Pennywise 
craves and eats off the fears 
of the children. Coming 
together over the course 
of one horrifying summer, 
the friends must overcome 
their own personal fears 
to battle the bloodthirsty 
and murderous clown. 
If you want a little scare 
and a thriller go watch it. 
However, take in account 
I love horror movies, but 
this movie consisted of 
only jumpscares. It was 
more comical than horror; 
the slight romance and 
amazing humor was the 
best part. You might want 
bring some friends to hold 
on to if you go.
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Review: Kingsman
Shane Laguna

 A manic, over the top 
popcorn flick, Kingsman: 
The Golden Circle, for what 
it’s lacking in profoundness 
and story, makes up for 
in its stunningly crafted 
action sequences and witty 
humor littered generously 
throughout the film.
 Set approximately a 
year after 2014’s “Kingsman: 
The Secret Service”, a new 
mega lomaniac-v i l l a in , 
Poppy, has come into play, 
looking to gain power over 
the world through their 
drug trafficking business, 
The Golden Circle, and the 
first step in making her 
plans come to fruition is to 
eliminate the Kingsman, a 
secret agent organization 
based in England that 
protects the world from 
threats such as herself, and 
does so accordingly through 
a barrage of missiles sent 
to each and all Kingsman 
affiliated locations. With the 
Kingsman blown out of the 
picture, our hero, Eggsy, 
AKA Gallahad, along with 
fellow agent Merlin, must 
now seek help from their 
sibling organization found 
stateside, the Statesmen, 
in order to bring down 

Poppy and save the world. 
As I said before, the movie 
lacks in the story and 
character departments, 
but makes up for it in 
some very entertaining 
action sequences and its 
finely executed humor. 
Overall, “Kingsman: The 
Golden Circle” is a goofy, 
outlandish spy-flick that 
should entertain any action 
seeker, and is a worthy 
sequel to its spectacular 
predecessor.
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Movie poster for Kingsman

American Idol
Lianne Stefkovic

 As expected, a new 
season of American Idol 
has returned due to such 
high ratings of its so called 
“last season” in 2016. If 
you’ve never heard of this 
show before, which I hope 
is unlikely, it’s a singing 
competition TV series that 
takes place only in America. 
We can thank Simon Cowell 
for creating it.
 The former judges, 
Jennifer Lopez, Keith 
Urban, and Harry Connick 
Jr. of 2016’s season will not 
be returning to judge this 
new season. Instead, Katy 
Perry, Lionel Richie and 
Luke Bryan will take their 
places. The host we all know 
and love, Ryan Seacrest, 
will definitely be returning 
to be the “spotlight” of the 

show.
 Due to the 
fascinating creation of the 
internet, auditions have now 
become easier. Contestants 
can now send in their 
auditions through social 
media using #TheNextIdol. 
But the contestants can 
always do it the old-
fashioned way and give the 
judges a live performance 
rather than just pressing 
a button and sending out 
a recording. The show is 
expected to premiere in 
March 2018 every Sunday 
and Monday. Be physically 
and emotionally prepared, 
as well as marking your 
calendars, for it is going 
to be a long and sweet-
sounding journey, except 
for when the contestants 
can’t sing.
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Returning TV Shows to Watch this Fall
Emily Youngberg

Grey’s Anatomy-Season 14
The show is about a group 
of doctors in a hospital in 
Seattle. It follows Meredith 
Grey as she learns to 
maintain relationships 
with her fellow colleagues. 
Grey’s Anatomy is 
returning to ABC again for 
their 14th season, airing on 
Thursdays at eight p.m.

Shark Tank- Season 9
Shark Tank is a 
television series following 
entrepreneurs as they 

try to convince leaders of 
business empires to invest 
in their product. Some may 
hit it big, while others will 
see their dreams crumble. 
Watch Shark Tank on ABC 
Sundays at nine p.m.

The Walking Dead-Season 
8
This widely known show 
is about survival in the 
months of a zombie 
apocalypse. It includes 
gruesome and graphic 
scenes so viewer discretion 
is advised. This hit show 
airs on AMC Sundays at 

nine p.m.

Stranger Things- Season 2
Stranger Things is coming 
back for a second season 
on Netflix. It takes place in 
the 1980s with the whole 
town plunged into the 
mystery of what happened 
to a twelve year old boy who 
goes missing one night. 
With supernatural and 
governmental involvement, 
the end is unpredictable. 
The second season was 
released on October 27. images.google.com
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Top 10 
Songs
Jenna Vitale

Silence by Marshmello ft. 
Khalid

Let Me Go by Hailee 
Steinfield ft. Alesso, Florida 
Georgia Line and watt

Look What You Made Me 
Do by Taylor Swift

Lost by illenium

True Feeling by Galantis

1-800-273-8255 by Logic 
ft. Alessia Cara and Khalid 
Mi Gente by J Balvin

Too Good at Goodbyes by 
Sam Smith

Good Old Days by 
Macklemore ft. Kesha

Praying by Kesha
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Troy Franzetti

 For the people who 
don’t know College Football 
too well, the best twenty-
five College teams in the 
country compete for the top 
four spots in order to clinch 
a berth into the college 
football playoffs. The NCAA 
final is like the SuperBowl. 
The number one ranked 
team as of press is the 
University of Georgia. The 
second ranked team is the 
University of Alabama, who 
was ranked number one 
last year. As you can see, 
the rankings for the best 
college teams change every 
year, and even more often 
during the season as teams 
win and lose games.  This 
year, I predict that Alabama 
Crimson Tide will win the 
College Football Playoff 
National Championship 
because this team has 
many talented players who 
will hopefully go on to be 
drafted into the National 
Football League. The 
Alabama Crimson Tide has 
been doing very well this 
year, and this team looks 
like they’re the favorite to 
win it all. 

AP Top 25
1. University of Georgia
2. University of Alabama
3. University of Wisconsin
4.Notre Dame University
5. Clemson University
6. University of Oklahoma
7. Ohio State University
8. Penn State University
9. University of Miami
10. Texas Christian 
University
11. Oklahoma State 
University
12. Iowa State University
13. University of 
Washington
14. Louisiana State 
University
15. Auburn University
16. University of Central 
Florida
17. Virginia Tech
18. University of Memphis
19. Mississippi State 
University
20. North Carolina State 
University
21. Michigan State 
University
22. Washington State 
University
23. Standford University
24. University of Southern 
California
25. University of Arizona

Daniel Tyler

 As soon as the 
calendar turns to October, 
the MLB playoffs had 
officially begun. This 
year there were many 
strong contenders and no 
shortage of star players. 
In the National League 
there was the  LA Dodgers, 
whose historic season 
came to a screeching halt 
with a horrible eleven game 
losing streak. Even with 
that losing streak, they 
went on to finish with the 
best record in baseball. 
The Washington Nationals 
and Chicago Cubs were 
the next best teams in the 
National League. As for the 
National League Wildcard 
the Arizona Diamondbacks 
beat the Colorado Rockies.
 Over in the American 

League, the Cleveland 
Indians ended the season 
hot  winning thirty-three 
out of the last thirty-seven 
games. They were followed 
by the Houston Astros and 
Boston Red Sox as the next 
best teams. The Astros 
destroyed the Red Sox 3-1 
in the American league 
divisional round. In the 
American League Wildcard 
the Yankees bested the 
Twins 8-4. The Yankees 
went on to comeback in 
historic fashion from 2-0 
down in the divisional 
round vs the Indians.
 In the National 
League, the LA Dodgers 
cruised to a 3-0 victory over 
the Diamondbacks. The 
Cubs and the Nationals 
had a crazy five game 
series, but in the end, the 
Cubs won. The LA Dodgers 

had a homefield advantage 
in the National League 
Championship Series. 
The Houston Astros had 
a homefield advantage 
against the young blooming 
Yankees in the American 
League Championship 
Series. In the National 
League, the LA Dodgers 
won the NLCS, winning 
four out of the five games 
verses the Chicago Cubs. 
In the ALCS, the Houston 
Astros were taken the 
distance to game seven 
by the New York Yankees, 
but won the series four to 
three. The LA Dodgers had 
home field advantage in the 
World Series. In an epic 
World Series for the ages, 
the Houston Astros beat 
the LA Dodgers in game 
seven 5-1 to win their first 
World Series ever.

William Kennedyt

Mahopac Girls’ Swim Team

College Football MLB Postseason Updates

Mahopac Girls’ Swim Team
Danielle Taps

 The Putnam Valley-
Mahopac girls swim team 
recently had its first swim 
meet on September 15th 
at Harrison High School. 
The meet resulted in a tie 
between both schools with 
a final score of 43 points 
for each team. Here are 
the results of the girls who 
swam at the meet: Emily 
Dancygeir and Taylor 
Kalensky scored 3 points 
in the 50 Freestyle. Alexa 
Tyberg and Kayla Brundage 
scored 4 points in the 200 
Freestyle.
Karina Davis and Danielle 
Taps scored 4 points in the 
200 Individual Medley.
Alexa Tyberg and Karina 
Davis scored 3 points in the 
100 Butterfly.
Lea Frenkel and Lauren 
Pateman scored 4 points in 
the 100 Freestyle.
Danielle Taps and Chloe 
Berger scored 4 points in 
the 500 freestyle.
Emily Dancygeir and Chloe 
Berger scored 4 points in 
the 100 Backstroke.

Lea Frenkel and Lillianna 
Paterson scored 5 points in 
the 100 Breastroke.
The Relays: In the 200 
Medley Relay:
(Relay One for Putnam 
Valley-Mahopac) Ryan, 
Dutra, Brundage, and 
Kalensky.
(Relay Two for Putnam 
Valley-Mahopac) Frenkel, 
Taps, Davis, and Dancygeir.
These relays scored 6 points 
combined.
In the 400 Freestyle Relay:

(Relay One for Putnam 
Valley-Mahopac) Gaspar, 
Paterson, Dutra, and 
Brundage
(Relay Two for Putnam 
Valley-Mahopac)Tyberg, 
Dancygeir, Taps, and 
Frenkel
These relays scored 6 points 
combined.
The Tiger-Indians went 
on to win their next meet 
against Yonkers High 
School. 

Kelli Murphy and Erin 
Fenster

       Mahopac’s Homecoming 
Game of 2017 was a 
dramatically close game. 
The Maniac section was 
completely insane and 
everyone was screaming 
for Mahopac like it was a 
professional team. Not that 
anyone was expecting less, 
considering the game was 
against our school’s rival, 
Carmel. The game was close 
for most of the time, with 
Mahopac in the lead, but in 
the end, Carmel took home 
the win. It was a shame, 
but still fun to see the 
whole school get together. 
Colorguard and marching 
band and the cheerleaders 
were all supporting our 
great football players and 
team
 Homecoming looks 
very different for someone 
sitting where I am for 
football games. As a part 
of the Marching Band, I get 
to sit in the less crowded, 
closed off section to watch 
the game. While we also 
got to watch the game like 
everyone else, we also have 
to stop every so often to 
play our stand tunes. So 
while you’re all cheering 
because we just scored a 
touchdown, the marching 
band is frantically flipping 
through our folders to play 
the Touchdown theme 
before it starts without us.
 This Homecoming 
was a big deal for the football 
team and the cheerleaders, 
as well as us. As the game 
began, everyone was very 
excited and also very 

nervous to play such a big 
game against our biggest 
rivals, Carmel.
 As halftime came 
around, it was time for our 
big part of the night. After 
the cheerleaders took the 
field, we lined up to deliver 
our last regular season 
performance. Looking 
up from the field at all of 
the people, especially the 
Maniacs, is slightly nerve-
wracking and intimidating. 
Having everyone judge 
you on something you’ve 
worked hard on is always 
stressful, but overall the 
marching band put on 
an exceptionally good 
performance. We opened 
our set with “When You 
Wish Upon A Star,” followed 
by “How Far I’ll Go,” “Let It 
Go,” “Under the Sea,” and 
“Hakuna Matata.” With the 
game wrapping up, tensions 
were high for the 2-0 
team. Ultimately, Carmel 
walked away with the win 
that night. While not the 
outcome we wanted, the 
team continued to play well 
throught the remainder of 
their season.

Kelsey Leary

Mahopac Varsity Cheerleaders

Coach DiSanto: On Wrestling

Homecoming 2017

Safiullah Ahmed

 I interviewed Coach 
Dennis DiSanto, head 
coach for the Mahopac 
Wrestling team.
Q: When did you first start 
working at Mahopac?
A: March of 1985. I was a 
seventh and eighth grade 
counselor at the Middle 
School.
Q: When did you first start 
coaching?
A: I was the head coach 
for the 1984-1985 varsity 
wrestling season at Somers. 
Q: Do you have any plans 
for this upcoming season?
A: I think we’ll be pretty 
solid, all of our upper 
weights are returning, who 
all placed in divisionals. 
Lightweights Andi Berisha 
and Frank Scauzillo were 

divisional runner ups, a 
good majority of the team is 
returning.
Q: Is there any team that 
you’re worried about?
A: Arlington is really good. 
Right now, Arlington would 
be the best team in the 
league.
Q: Where would you say we 
place in overall ranking of 
schools? 
A: More than likely, we 
would be in the top ten.
Q: Are there any players 
you have right now that you 
can see being successful? 
A: Joe Harney is going to 
have a really good year. I 
expect him to dominate the 
heavyweights. Mike Rivera 
placed in divisionals. 
Londrim Hasanramaj was 
a freshman last year and 
wrestled junior varsity all 

year. I put him in varsity 
and he was seeded last and 
wound up making it all 
the way to sectionals. He’ll 
be going against Nicholas 
Saetta who did well all last 
year on varsity. They are 
all returning and they’re 
all upper weights and they 
should be good. 
Q: Do you plan on utilizing 
any new techniques this 
upcoming season? 
A: I kind of have a system 
that I teach. I try to stick 
to the system and make 
sure that the kids know it 
really well. There’s always a 
wrinkle here or there, and 
assistant coaches pick up 
stuff in the offseason that 
we’ll sometimes put in, but 
for the most part, we stick 
to the same system. 


