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MHS Student’s Art Heads to Washington
Green’s 
“Angel” wins 
Grand Prize
Alexandra Gaspar

 This year, Mahopac 
High School’s very own 
Alana Green was crowned 
as the Grand Prize Winner 
of the Congressional 
Art Competition during 
a reception hosted by 
Representative Sean 
Patrick Maloney for her 
piece, “Angel.” 

 Alana, a junior, 
drew “Angel” as a part of 
her concentration for her 
2D portfolio class. The 
entire process took seven 
hours. The artwork features 
the bust of a girl with her 
eyes closed as she is being 
drenched by gold and a halo 
with wings behind her. “I 
want to congratulate Alana 
and all the other students 
for their submissions and I 

look forward to showing off  
her work and celebrating 
the level of talent we have 
right here in the Hudson 
Valley,” said Rep. Maloney. 
“It takes a lot of courage to 
put yourself out there like 
these kids did – and I’m 
proud of each one of them 
for submitting their work.”

 Since 1982, the 
nation-wide competition 
invites high school artists 
each spring to submit their 
original work for the chance 
to win the grand prize and 
have their work be displayed 
for a year on the grounds 
of the Capitol Complex 
in Washington, D.C. The 
competition is sponsored 
by the members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
“to provide an opportunity 
for members of Congress 
to encourage and recognize 
the artistic talents of their 
young constituents,” 
according to Rep. Maloney’s 
homepage. 

 Along with having 

her artwork displayed in 
Washington, Alana will 
also have the opportunity 
to visit Washington and be 
recognized at an awards 
ceremony there in June. 

 Alana’s inspiration 
for “Angel” is best described 
in her own words: “I am 
often inspired by symbols 
of divinity, the subject 
of angels has always 
interested me. I’m really 
interested in the actual 
Biblical concept of angels 
because in the Bible 
they’re not exactly pretty 
blonde ladies. They’re like 
monsters with multiple 
heads and wings and 
they’re crazy and on fire, 
it’s awesome. And wings 
are just really appealing to 
me.”

 When asked about 
her process she said, “I used 
oil pastels like Cray-Pas, it 
was actually on cardboard. 
I was able to turn a piece of 
trash into something really 
cool.”
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Thomas Scanlon,  Valedictorian of MHS
Abdullah Ahmed
 
 Thomas Scanlon, 
Valedictorian, plans 
to attend Georgetown 
University in the fall. 
Though he is undecided in 
his area of study, he says,  
“ I’m going in undeclared, 
but I think I’m eventually 
going to study economics.” 
  Throughout 
Tommy’s high school career, 
he has taken a variety 
of different level classes 
including college level and 
AP courses. He admits that 
he doesn’t have a specific 
class which he favors over 

another. He’s enjoyed the 
challenge that each class 
has posed.   
Outside of the classroom, 
Tommy has participated in 
many different activities. 
He played on the  hockey 
team in his freshman year 
and junior years. He has 
been a member of the 
the Marching Band, the 
Jazz Band, Illusion, and 
Boy Scouts. He has many 
hobbies and interests out 
of school. For example, 
he enjoys playing musical 
instruments like the guitar 
and piano.   
 Tommy says he 

hasn’t faced any substantial 
challenges until recently, 
as his procrastination and 
senioritis has caught up 
with him. When asked 
if he had any advice for 
underclassmen in regard to 
academic success, Tommy 
said, “Don’t procrastinate, 
you know it’s really killed 
me, senioritis and all. Just 
make sure you stay on 
top of your work.”   
    He would like to thank 
his family and teachers 
for supporting him and 
making high school such 
a wonderful experience. 

Erica Bertolozzi,  Salutatorian of MHS

Abdullah Ahmed

 Erica Bertolozzi, 
Salutatorian, plans on 
attending Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) 

in the fall and studying 
computer engineering. She 
hopes to eventually have a 
career in the field one day. 
Throughout Erica’s high 
school career she has taken 
multiple rigorous courses 
including college level and 
AP courses.  Her favorite 
class is calculus because 
as she says, “I love learning 
math”.

 She’s also very 
well rounded in her 
extracurricular activities 
which include science 
research, baton twirling, 
Marching Band, Color 
Guard, Italian Club, 
Italian National Honor 
Society,  M.O.S.T., and 

the Math Team. Not only 
is she involved with these 
clubs, but she’s taken 
on leadership roles as 
well. She’s captain of the 
Math Team, the captain 
of her twirling team, Vice 
President of the Italian 
National Honor Society, and 
the secretary for M.O.S.T.. 
Although her hobbies and 
interests outside of school 
are limited due to the 
amount of work she has 
from school, she does enjoy 
twirling at the club she’s in 
and she also works at the 
Mahopac Public Library.

 When asked about 
any challenges she’s 
faced, Erica said there 

wasn’t anything concrete 
just  “ ...lots homework 
and a heavy course load 
and balancing it with 
my extracurriculars and 
social life.” Erica’s best 
memory of high school was 
going to Science Olympiad 
competitions. 

 Erica would like to 
thank her family, friends. 
and teachers for making 
these past four years 
ones that she will never 
forget. Her advice for 
underclassmen in regard 
to academic success is “Try 
your best and shoot for the 
stars”.

MHS Yearbook
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Alana Green and her artwork.
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Grease

Surveys

On April 28, 29, and 30, 
MHS Drama Company turned 
back time to the year 1959 
to welcome the graduates 

of Rydell High in their 
production of Grease. From 
Rydell Alma Mater to We Go 

Together, the songs were very 
well performed by the cast. 
There was great attendance 

to the show and the cast and 
crew did a wonderful job. (We 
can’t wait to see what they do 

next year!) 

Photos were provided to us by Hallie Robcke, 
Holly Block, and Zach Cummins.
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Jenna Vitale

 In the Eastern 
Conference Finals, The 
Ottawa Senators faced the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. In 
a tightly contested series 
the Penguins prevailed. In 
game seven to defeat the 
Senators. In the Western 
Conference Finals, the 
series between the Nashville 

Predators and the Anaheim 

Mighty Ducks was a close 
one that finished 4-2 
Predators. The winners 
of each of these series are 
playing each other for the 
Stanley Cup. As of June 1st, 
the Pittsburgh Penguins 
started out of the gate hot 
versus the Cinderella story 
Nashville Predators but 
the series is tied two-two. 
Game 5 is Thursday, June 
8 in the best of 7 series.

Stanley Cup Finals
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The Senators face off against the Penguins.

The Kentucky Derby
Gemma Franzetti

  The three-year old 
American thoroughbred 
racehorse, Always 
Dreaming, stole the show, at 
this year’s 143rd Kentucky 
Derby. His graceful run had 
the crowd amazed because 
he worked his way up and 
was able to get a good grip 
in the messy track which 
was essential for win. John 
Velazquez, made smart 
moves that secured them 

the lead. No one could keep 
up with them until Irish War 
Cry sped up, but Velazquez 
asked Always Dreaming 
for his all and he gave it. 
Always Dreaming earned 
$1,240,000; Lookin at Lee, 
the second place winner 
earned $400,000 and 
Battle of Midway earned 
$200,000. The winner of 
this year’s Kentucky Derby 
is the only three year old 
horse that has the chance 
to win the Triple Crown.
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The horses competing in the Kentucky Derby this past May.

Top 10 
Songs

Jenna Vitale

1. Sweet Creature by Harry 
Style

2. Tell Me How by Paramore

3. If by R5

4. Wave (feat. Lost Boy) by 
Myles Parrish

5. Poetry by Wrabel

6. Malibu by Miley Cyrus

7. American Teen by Khalid

8. Whatever It Takes by 
Imagine Dragons

9. Invisible by Linkin Park

10. Let My Baby Stay by 
Amandla Stenberg

Psychological Impacts of 13 Reasons Why
Alexandra Gaspar

 The thirteen episode 
long drama-mystery series 
13 Reasons Why, adapted 
by Jay Asher’s novel 
sharing the same name, 
was created by Brian Yorkey 
with Selena Gomez as one 
of the executive producers 
and released in March. The 
premise is simple - teenager 
Clay Jensen (played by 
Dylan Minnette) receives a 
mysterious package on his 
front porch after returning 
from school. In it is a 
shoebox containing seven 
double-sided cassette 
tapes and a map. The show 
follows Clay as he listens to 
former classmate Hannah 
Baker’s voice (narrated 
and played by Katherine 
Langford) explaining post 
mortem why she killed 
herself. She lays down the 
rules: each person who 
receives the package is a 
reason why she committed 
suicide, and after listening 
to all of the tapes they 
must pass the package on 
to the next person. Failure 
to do so and a separate set 
of tapes will be released to 
the public, uncovering the 
horrific actions these people 
have done to everyone. 
Each episode addresses 
to one side of the tapes, 
one reason, and how these 
events led to her death. As 
the story nears completion, 
the storytelling becomes 
less one-sided as the 
narrative comes full circle 
and all of the characters are 
hodge podged together for a 

gut-wrenching conclusion.

 There’s enough 
distressing material in the 
show to  trigger a warning  
played at the beginning 
of the series. The show 
attracts the very same 
people as the majority 
of the characters, like-
minded teens and quickly 
it became a hit. Positive 
reviews praised Minnette 
and Langford for their 
acting, but some people 
have raised concerns about 
the show. The series risks 
glorifying suicide. Once 
Hannah did kill herself, 
she was treated with more 
kindness than she ever got 
alive. The entire premise 
has suicide framed as the 
ultimate revenge fantasy. 
Most notoriously is the 
highly graphic portrayal of  
Hannah’s death.

 During production, 
a number of mental 
health professionals were 
consulted, including a 
clinical psychologist from 

the city of Fremont, Dr. 
Helen Hsu. Hsu explained 
that she provided feedback 
on how to portray some of 
the show’s heavy themes 
sensitively, but accurately. 
On the topic of Hannah’s 
suicide, “we had to balance 
the potential harm of 
showing it with the potential 
harm of not showing it, and 
having it be mysterious 
or avoidant,” she said. By 
showing how suicide was 
ugly and brutal, the series 
would discourage viewers 
who are considering suicide 
themselves. But, some 
suicide-prevention experts 
see the opposite, whereas 
the gruesome portrayal will 
translate into a contagion 
effect. A related increase 
in suicide attempts stems 
from the explicit treatment 
of suicide in media.

 A month after 
the series release, 
Superintendent Dennis 
Creedon sent an email 
blast to Mahopac teachers 
and parents addressing 

his concern with the image 
the series presented. “In 
reverse of what is needed by 
today’s teens, the producers 
present offensive language 
and sexual situations to 
attract a teen audience, 
but fail to offer positive 
responses to situations or 
offer positive role models. 
The series is very dark in 
nature,” the email included. 
The email also included 
links to the National 
Association of School 
Psychologists guidelines 
and the Jed Foundation 
for suicide awareness 
guidelines toward watching 
the series. Some in the high 
school felt that the email 
blast did not do enough 
to raise awareness for the 
show’s topic and defeated 
the purpose of the email.

 It’s hard to assume 
that the show was created 
with the intention of raising 
awareness for suicide 
and other trigger warning 
inducing topics when news 
broke out of its renewal for 
a second season. Should 
they continue with the 
story, it would be based 
without any source material 
seeing as the conclusion of 
the series paralleled the 
conclusion of the novel. 
The series did leave a few 
loose cliffhangers to tie up 
and even more distressing 
content, enough to have 
the potential to be equally 
influential in different 
terrifying directions. The 
show is currently streaming 
online only on Netflix.

Singer 
Spotlight
Jenna Vitale

 Khalid is a 19-
year- old up and coming 
singer from Texas. He can 
be described as an R&B/
Soul singer. location is 
his debut single that was 
released in 2016. His recent 
album, American Teen, was 
released in March 2017. 
Some of the songs from the 
album, including “Angels”, 
“Shot Down”, and “Cold 
Blooded”, are on the more 
relaxed side. His voice can 
be described as a bit raspy 
yet it’s still fits the soul 
genre. He’s been featured 
on a song by Calvin Harris 
recently, called “Rollin”. 
The artist has recently 
announced that he will be 
going on a 25-date tour 
in North America that will 
begin in mid-July.
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A photograph depicting many of the people in Hannah Baker’s tapes.
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A photograph of singer Khalid
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Western Connecticut State 

University
Westchester Community College
Quinnipiac University
SUNY College at Oneonta
West Virginia University
SUNY Oswego
Boston Conservatory at Berklee
State University at Buffalo
Westchester Community College
SUNY Purchase
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New Fidget Spinners
By: Alana Rabinowitz

Fidget spinners were meant 
to help people with ADHD 
and ADD, but have now 
become a global trend. They 
have became so popular 
that you can find them 
anywhere, from big toy 
chains to even gas stations. 
However, fidget spinners 
have been around for 
years, mostly used by kids 
with Autism or attention 
disorders, but they 
exploded in popularity this 
Spring. The price ranges 
vary from $1 to even $500 
(you can only get the really 

expensive ones online) or 
more for these spinners. 
The material can range 
from plastic, to metal, to 
gold, and people have been 
starting to even make their 
own custom fidget spinners. 
You might think this gadget 
is targeted to children, but 
adults have been reaching 
for them as well. There is a 
new craze for these gadgets, 
and schools and parents 
still question whether or 
not this really helps people 
concentrate or it’s just a 
distraction.

Bill Nye Launches Netflix Show
Alexandra Gaspar

 Bill Nye the Science 
Guy is back at it again, 
this time with a brand 
new show. The upbeat 
show titled Bill Nye Saves 
the World, is a late night-
esque talk show, hosted by 
the one and only Bill Nye, 
that explores how science 
intersects with politics, pop 
culture, and society. This 
time Nye’s show is geared 
toward adults, unlike 
his previous kid-friendly 
show. Each episode lasts 
around half an hour and 
addresses topics from 
artificial intelligence to 
climate change, to designer 
babies from a scientific 
viewpoint, disproving 
myths and debunking 
anti-scientific claims that 
may come from politicians, 
religious leaders, or titans 
of industry.

 The show focuses 
on the truth and a message 

to “ultimately let the 
facts lead the argument.” 
Entrepreneur and model 
Karlie Kloss, Veritasium’s 
Derek Muller, comedian 
Nazeem Hussain, space 
exploration advocate Emily 
Calandrelli, and comedian 
Joanna Hausmann join Bill 
Nye as his correspondents. 
Each episode includes 
experiments and scientific 
demonstrations with guest 
appearances such as Neil 
DeGrasse Tyson, Rachel 
Bloom, and Desiigner, 
while also bringing together 
a lively panel discussion 
with specialists in their 
respectful fields of study. 
In an interview, Bill Nye 
intention for the program 
is for “everyone on earth 
to have a scientific view of 
the world” and “be literate 
enough with respect to 
science that he or she can 
make good judgments.” Nye 
goes on, “As I say all the 
time - science is political. 
It’s always been political, 

it’s just not partisan. Our 
policies, what we do with 
our intellect and treasure, 
as a society, depends on 
science whether you’re 
aware of it or not.” Within 
the first note of his theme 
song, Bill Nye has the 
unique ability to excite 
viewers about science in fun 
and exhilarating way. “With 
the right science and good 
writing, we’ll do our best 
to enlighten and entertain 
our audience - and perhaps 
we’ll change the world a 
little,” Nye said. The show is 
currently streaming online 
only on Netflix.

images.google.com

An advertisement for the show.

Three Men Who Should Have Served As President

Tanner McCracken

Many men have won the 
presidency of this great 
country. Some of them were 
bright, tough, and strong 
leaders who have left their 
mark on this country for 
decades to come. And some 
of them just sat down in 
the oval office for four years 
and did nothing significant 
at all. However, some well 
deserving individuals in 
history fell short of gaining 
control of the White House. 
America is now 241 years 
old and you have to think 
we probably messed up 
somewhere along the lines 
and didn’t elect the right 
person. Whether they were 
killed before they could, 
could never formulate 
a successful campaign, 
or was shot down by the 
two party system of the 
United States. These are 
the three men that should 
have been President 
of the United States. 

Alexander Hamilton was 
one of the founding fathers 
of this country and the 
first Secretary of Treasury 
under the Washington 
Administration. Not only 
was he a framer of the 
Constitution, but he also 

set the precedent for our 
money system that we still 
use today. He’s the guy 
you see on the ten dollar 
bill almost everyday, and 
probably the most well 
deserving because he 
was the first Secretary of 
Treasury of the United 
States. Hamilton had the 
brains, the experience, the 
power, and the youth to be 
one of the next presidents 
after George Washington. 
Hamilton, however, had 
a deep rooted political 
rival: Aaron Burr. Burr 
was the Vice President for 
President Jefferson at the 
time, but the rivalry was 
set a long time ago before 
the country was even 
born. Vice President Burr 
and Alexander Hamilton 
decided to take their feud 
out on the countryside and 
have a duel. Back in the 
day, duels were how things 
were settled between two 
men. When the duel started 
between these two big 
political figures, Hamilton 
shot and missed Burr, but 
Burr aimed and mortally 
shot Hamilton right 
above the hip. Alexander 
Hamilton died at the gun 
of Aaron Burr on July 
11th, 1804. Who knows if 
Hamilton would have run 
to win the White House 
down the road, but either 
way if he didn’t die he 
should have been President 
of the United States.

Henry Clay was the 
Secretary of State for 
President John Quincy 
Adams. Clay was also 
a Kentucky senator, a 
Kentucky house member, 
and was the Speaker of 
the House during the 
mid- 19th century. Henry 
Clay was also known as 
the “Great Compromiser”. 
This is because this man 

prevented the Civil War 
from happening more times 
than I can count with four 
hands. Okay, I may be 
exaggerating. But Clay 
was the man behind the 
Missouri Compromise and 
the Compromise of 1850. 
Both of these prevented a 
war between the northern 
states and southern states 
over slavery. Who knows? 
Maybe if the war started 
earlier in history, than we 
would never be united like 
we are today. I don’t know 
about you, but I don’t 
really trust Millard Fillmore 
getting the job done 
compared to how Abraham 
Lincoln did. Anyway, you 
may be saying, “Tanner, 
this guy had experience 
and saved the country 
more times than once. Did 
he ever run for president?” 
And I would answer by 
saying yes... Fives Times! 
Three times he ran in the 
general election and two 
times he failed to even get 
his party’s nomination. 
Henry Clay wanted to be 
the big man in charge so 
badly that he constantly 
kept trying to run, but the 
people never casted enough 
votes for Mr. Clay. If you 
ask me, I think he should 

have been President of the 
United States, but he was 
never able to formulate 
a campaign that got the 
attention of the people. The 
funny part of the Henry 
Clay story is he died in 
1852, and eight years later 
the first shot was fired in 
the Civil War. So maybe 
Henry Clay should have 
been president after all. 

Ross Perot served in the 
United States Navy, was 
an American businessman, 
and made Teddy Roosevelt 
proud by being one of 
the most successful 
third party candidates in 
American history. He had 
a 1992 election bid that 
got the people involved in 
the political process and 
made Bush, Clinton and 
the major parties shake 
in their boots. In the year 
1992 little known, yet 
successful, businessman 
Ross Perot ran to become 
the 42nd President of the 
United States. Perot ran as 
an independent and was 
the third party candidate 
standing next to George 
H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
in the 1992 presidential 
debate. Yes, you heard me 
right. A third man standing 
on stage for a debate. 
Sounds like a breath of 
fresh air, right? That is 
exactly what the American 
people thought and he 
gained even more support 
after an impressive debate 
performance against two 
lifelong politicians. Perot 
made his policies clear; 
he wanted to balance the 
federal budget, he opposed 
gun control, and he wanted 
to end all outsourcing of 
jobs. Perot also showed 
strong opposition to 
NAFTA, which was a trade 
agreement being debated 
during the time and was 

supported by both Bush 
and Clinton. Ross Perot 
described the damage 
that NAFTA would do this 
country in the debate by 
saying, “So many American 
businesses will move down 
to Mexico that there will be 
a giant sucking sound going 
south.” And as we study 
NAFTA today, we can see 
that Ross Perot was right! 
Not only was Ross Perot a 
man of traditional values 
and a man of respect, but 
he also had no corrupt 
history as a politician. 
Perot was able to get on 
the ballot for all 50 states 
and he got 18.9 percent 
of the popular vote in the 
Presidential Election of 
1992. That is almost every 1 
in 5 voters at the time. That 
is so incredibly impressive. 
The electoral college and 
two party system of this 
country blocked Perot from 
ever getting inside the oval 
office, and who knows how 
he would of done. But in my 
opinion, Ross Perot should 
have been the President 
of the United States of 
America. And he certainly 
deserves to be on this list 
for the three men who 
should have been President 
of the United States.
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Trump Confirms Neil Gorsuch
Miriam Ahmed

 The new United 
States Supreme Court 
Justice Neil Gorsuch 
was sworn in on April 
10. The race to fill the 
empty seat came shortly 
after the sudden death of 
conservative judge Antonin 
Scalia. Former President 
Obama had chosen a new 
judge, Judge Merrick B. 
Garland, as candidate but 
Republicans blocked his 
choice as they wanted to 
wait until the election was 
over, so a candidate with 
conservative views could 
join the justices. Before, 
Gorsuch was officially 
confirmed, Democrats had 
engaged in a filibuster 
so he couldn’t get the 
necessary 60 votes to pass. 
So, Republicans responded 
with the nuclear option 
which made 60 votes to 
majority 51 votes, the 
amount needed to pass 
a nominee. The Nuclear 
option may seem oppressive 
as it limits the role of 
the minority party in a 
decision of this magnitude, 
ultimately leaving no room 
for debate. The procedure 
might ultimately lead to 

the nomination of a far-
right judge if a justice 
decides to step down in the 
coming years, because it 
allows senate Republicans 
an easy way to streamline 
the process in place to 
nominate a moderate judge 
favored by both parties. Neil 
Gorsuch, 49 years old, was 
President Trump’s choice. 
He formerly served as a 
judge on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit. His first decision 
on the supreme court was 
concerning McGehee v. 
Hutchinson, which was 
about eight inmates in 
Arkansas set be executed 
in eleven days. According to 

Stephen Breyer, “the reason 
the State decided to proceed 
with these eight executions 
is that the ‘use by’ date of 
the State’s execution drug 
is about to expire.” The 
court made a decision of 5 
to 4, with Gorsuch being the 
tiebreaker. The court’s vote 
to deny a stay of execution 
later led to the execution of 
Lee Ledell, the first since 
2005. All four liberal judges 
voted in favor of the stay. 
Obviously, Gorsuch makes 
many people wonder how 
his future rulings as a 
judge will have an impact 
on America and its people.

U.S. & North Korea
Chris Goldberg

 North Korea and the 
U.S. have had a long line 
of unhealthy relationships 
dating back to the Korean 
War. Ever since that war, 
where the north is still 
Communist and the south 
is Democratic, we never 
fixed relations with North 
Korea. There is a valid 
reason as to why the U.S. 
never fixed relations, and 
it’s because North Korea 
has a solid hatred for the 
U.S. The North Koreans 
believe that Americans 
are monsters and that we 
should be slaughtered or we 
will kill the North Koreans. 
To try to finish their goal, 
North Korea has started 
testing nuclear weapons. 
North Korea’s goal is to 
make a long range nuclear 
weapon that is capable of 
hitting the U.S. mainland. 
The U.S. as a nation are 
sort of dumbstruck on 
what to do. Do we keep the 
peace by starting a war? Do 
we stop the North Koreans 
before they attack us? The 
pressure keeps getting 
added more and more 
because everyday, North 
Korea could be making 
more advances into ways to 

launch a long range nuclear 
missile. Their plan to nuke 
us is pretty obvious,  for 
Kim Jong Un’s birthday, 
his generals played a video 
of the U.S. getting bombed. 
lately, North Korea had been 
preparing to test another 
nuclear weapon in April, 
2017. The U.S. responded 
by stating that we will 
launch Tomahawk cruise 
missiles at North Korea from 
our two destroyers near 
North Korea. North Korea 
has found a way to avoid 
it, as evidence suggests 
that North Korea has been 
preparing for its sixth 
nuclear test underground.
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Earth Day’s March for Science

Callie Anderson

 April 22 is best 
known as Earth Day. It’s 
a day filled with people 
pledging to treat the Earth 
better and posting photos 
of trees on Instagram. This 
year, Earth Day also was 
the day of the March for 
Science. The main event 

was in Washington D.C., 
but over 600 cities around 
the world participated 
in some way. The Earth 
Day Network organized 
the march in an effort to 
“inspire action in defense of 
environmental protection” 
and support evidence-
based policy. One of their 
main focus points was 
the threat climate change 
poses to the world and they 
advocated for global climate 
and science literacy. 
This organization said 
approximately 150,000 
people joined in the march 
in Washington D.C. One 
of the most well-known 
speakers at the march was 
Bill Nye.Even though many 
of the marchers marched 
in opposition to politicians 
denying climate change, 
the Earth Day Network said 
that the march was political, 

but nonpartisan. They 
wanted to communicate 
how important Americans 
find science and how 
science should drive public 
policy rather than one’s 
opinion.Mahopac High 
School math teacher, Mr. 
Turenchalk, went with 
his family and friends to 
the March for Science in 
Poughkeepsie. His group 
made signs and t-shirts 
about the importance of 
science. He felt compelled 
to attend because of the 
government’s proposed 
cuts to science research 
and related programs. He 
said that cutting down 
on research will limit the 
opportunities we have of 
making a new and amazing 
scientific discoveries. 
Funding research is critical 
to continue moving forward 
as a society.  
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Passenger Removed from Flight
Safiullah Ahmed

 On April 9, 2017, a 
man was dragged off of an 
overbooked United Airlines 
flight. Video of the incident 
was released and caused 
outrage on social media. 
The crew on the airplane 
overbooked the flight and 
needed four more seats 
to accommodate for crew. 
No passenger volunteered 
to leave the flight so four 
people were randomly 
selected, Dr. Dao, the

man who was dragged 
off, being one of them. He 
refused to give up his seat 
and was forcibly removed 
from the flight by security 
officers from the Chicago 
Department of Aviation. 
When he was dragged off, 
he suffered a concussion,a  
broken his nose, and lost 
two front teeth. In the 
aftermath of this incident, 
stock prices plummeted 
and many accused United 
Airlines of racism. Dr. 
Dao plans to file a lawsuit 
against United Airlines. images.google.com

United Airlines Advertisement.

Russian FOAB
Chris Goldberg

 Ever since the U.S. 
creation of the MOAB ( 
Mother of All Bombs) in 
2003 against ISIS, no 
bomb has been seen to be 
stronger than it, but the 
Russians think not. The 
Russians have created a 
new bomb called the FOAB. 
The FOAB (Father Of All 
Bombs) is praised by the 
Russians as being four 
times stronger than the 
MOAB. With the data we 
have , military analysts say 
that the Russians could 

be right about the power 
of the bomb, if their data 
is correct. The FOAB has 
an impact radius of about 
984 feet, which is twice 
that of the MOAB. Before 
the FOAB, the MOAB was 
the strongest non-nuclear 
weapons in the world. Now 
the U.S. has a competitor 
for the strongest non-
nuclear bomb. According 
to military analysts, the 
bomb could cause massive 
destruction on a scale 
unseen. Though the FOAB 
had been created in 2007, 
the bomb has never been 
used in combat.

Future of NAFTA
Chris Goldberg

 President Donald 
Trump has given an 
executive order to the White 
House for a withdrawal 
from NAFTA. Senators and 
politicians believe that 
withdrawing so suddenly 
would be a bold move, and 
it would be smarter for 
Trump just to renegotiate 
the deal. The plan to 
withdrawal from NAFTA or 
renegotiate it has always 
been Trump’s plan when he 
got into the White House. 
Trump later imposed a 20% 
tariff on softwood lumber 
imports from Canada which 
officials are calling the 
“first shot across the bow”. 
If Trump was to instead 
renegotiate the deal, he 
would have to give a 90 

day notice before anything 
would actually happen. 
Trump feels as if NAFTA is a 
“one-sided deal”, and called 
it a “disaster” for making 
millions of Americans lose 
their jobs. According to the 
US Chamber of Commerce, 
14 million American jobs 
have to do with dealing 
with Mexico or Canada. 
Mexico and Canada want 
to renegotiate and were 
waiting for the US to “come 
to the table”. The only 
concern for this renegotiate 
is that the President 
of Mexico will be going 
through a election in 2018, 
and people are worried 
that the new leader might 
not want to renegotiate the 
terms. So if Trump wanted 
to renegotiate the deal, 
he best start the process 
before 2018.
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Fox News Employees’s Lawsuit

Alexandra Gaspar

Fox News is under fire as 
eleven current and former 
employees, all people of 
color, filed a class-action 
lawsuit accusing the 
network of its “hostile racial 
discrimination”. The lawsuit 
expands on a complaint 
filed back in March in 
the State Supreme Court 
in the Bronx describing 
an uncomfortable work 
environment for women 
but also for people of 
color in Fox News.  
 The focus of the 
suit stems from allegations 
that longtime comptroller 
Judith Slater engaged in 
racist behavior that is being 
ignored by senior staff and 
inappropriate behavior 
continued. The employees 
accuse Dianne Brandi, a 
top lawyer at Fox News, and 
Denise Collins, a human 
resources executive at Fox 
News, for being aware of the 
complaints against Slater’s 
inappropriate behavior 
but told black employees 

that “nothing could be 
done because Slater knew 
too much about senior 
executives.” Those senior 
executives included former 
chief financial officer Mark 
Kranz, former Fox chairman 
Roger Ailes, and former 
“O’Reilly Factor” host Bill 
O’Reilly. Complaints have 
been filed since 2014; 
a separate lawsuit filed 
contends complaints of  
Slater’s behavior as early as 
September 2008.   
 The suit contends 
that Slater insisted minority 
employees arm-wrestle 
white female supervisors 
for her own “entertainment 
and amusement” and 
mocked how black 
employees pronounced 
“ask” or “month.” After 
President Trump issued 
the travel ban, she asked 
several black employees, 
“Who is going to Africa?” 
The suit claims that Slater 
also insinuated that black 
men were “women beaters” 
and expressed insulting 
racial stereotypes about 
Mexicans, Chinese men, and 

people of Indian descent.  
 A lawyer for Slater, 
Catherine M. Foti, said 
that these claims of “racial 
discrimination against 
Ms. Slater are completely 
false” and the lawsuits are 
“meritless and frivolous.” 
Slater has been fired 
from Fox News since this 
February.    
 The plaintiffs are 
recently joined by current 
Fox News reporter and 
anchor, Kelly Wright, who 
is most widely recognized. 
Wright claims that “despite 
his performance … he has 
been effectively sidelined 
and asked to perform 
the role of a ‘Jim Crow.’” 
According to the complaint, 
Wright claims that his 
efforts to display a series 
of positive stories about 
the African-American 
community on the O’Reilly 
Factor was sidelined 
because “it showed Blacks 
in ‘too positive’ a light.” 
This lawsuit comes on 
the heels of anchor Bill 
O’Reilly being fired over 
several sexual harassment 
allegations and an internal 
investigation conducted by 
The New York Times.   
 In a statement by 
attorneys Douglas Wigdor 
and Jeanne Christensen, 
who are representing 
the eleven in the class-
action suit, plus two more 
with separate lawsuits all 
of whom alleging racial 
discrimination said, 
“When it comes to racial 
discrimination, 21th 
Century Fox has been 
operating as if it should be 
called 18th Century Fox.”

Table Top Day
Alexandra Gaspar

Mahopac High School 
celebrated its first ever 
annual International 
Tabletop Day (ITTD) on 
March . Throughout 
the day, students were 
welcomed during their 
free periods to come to the 
library and play tabletop 
games. The event was run 
in conjunction with the 
Anime and Gaming Club. 
ITTD originated from the 
company Geek and Sundry’s 
web series “Tabletop” 
featuring Wil Wheaton as 
host and guest stars such 
as Supernatural’s Felicia 
Day, Blindspot’s Ashley 
Johnson, YouTubers Grace 
Helbig and Hannah Hart, 
and others that come 
and play games such as 
Settlers of Catan, Ticket 
to Ride, and Formula D. 
Geek and Sundry has been 
organizing the event since 
2012. Geek and Sundry’s 
ITTD plans to achieve a day 
“to see everyone enjoying a 

new board game, making 
new friends, and spreading 
the love of gaming one dice 
roll at a time.” International 
Tabletop Day is a day set 
aside to celebrate and 
play just tabletop, board 
games, or as Mr. Faitacus, 
the advisor for the club, 
“any game that is a non-
technology game played 
while sitting at a table, on a 
tabletop.” The event’s goals 
are to achieve a day where 
people would stop playing 
on their phones, sit down 
and interact with each 
other and play a game. The 
event had a great turnout, 
various games were played. 
The day was wrapped up 
with a Magic: The Gathering 
(a highly popularized 
trading card game) draft set 
up after school by Patrick 
Salerno and the club. The 
club hosts monthly SMASH 
tournaments and, next year 
plan to hold more tabletop 
events and make ITTD even 
bigger.
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International Table Top Day at Mahopac High School.

The Chieftain staff would like to wish all of our 
graduating seniors, especially our senior editors 
and writers, a happy graduation and success in 

the future.

We would also like to wish our retiring teachers 
a happy and relaxing retirement and thank them 
for their dedication to education at Mahopac 

High School.


