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Technology 4 All: Transforming Education
Sarah Pilgrim

 Mahopac students 
will receive chromebooks 
this year instead of 
borrowing computers 
around the school. Students 
will be responsible for their 
own chromebooks to use 
in school and at home. Dr. 
Greg Stowell is in charge 
of the Technology 4 All 
Initiative.
 Dr. Stowell and 
the District believe that 
the introduction of 
chromebooks is important 
due to the rapid changes 
of technology. Education 
is changed as a result 
of the ever-changing job 
markets. “What we know is 
that education is changing 
as a direct result of the 
21st century job market 
demanding that employees 
solve old problems in new 
ways, solve new problems 
more efficiently, and even 
solve problems that don’t 
even exist yet. No longer 
are employers looking 
for workers who can 
consistently complete tasks 
with narrow margins of 
error. They are now looking 
for employees who are 
creative problem solvers, 
effective collaborators, and 
innovative change agents.  
“As a result, education 

must shift its focus from 
the teacher as the ‘delivery 
agent of all knowledge’ to 
students making meaning 
of and applying content 
that is readily available at 
their fingertips. Therefore, 
as we shift in how teachers 
teach and students learn, 
the Chromebook becomes 
an essential  ‘tool’ for this 
learning environment,” 
Stowell said.
 As with all 
technologies and devices, 
there can be negative effects. 
Dr. Stowell does see that if 
the devices aren’t employed 
appropriately within their 
instruction they can be 
an issue.  “For example, if 
the Chromebooks are used 
solely as substitute for a 
notebook, textbook, and/
or worksheet,  then their 
impact to the learning 

process will be minimal.”
 While much can 
be accomplished through 
digital learning, Stowell 
recognizes that not all 
learning can be taught 
effectively through digital 
tools. According to Stowell, 
“Authentic learning can’t 
be accomplished solely 
digitally or strictly by staring 
at a screen. Meaning our 
students must also learn 
through rich conversations 
with their peers and 
teachers, by physically 
constructing things, and 
by intellectually engaging 
in their learning through a 
non-digital format.”
 Currently, the 
logistics of the Chromebook 
distribution is being worked 
out by each building 
principal and his or her 
team, but students can 

expect their chromebook 
around the first week of 
March 2018. The middle 
school will be first to 
receive their chromebooks, 
followed by the high school, 
and then the elementary 
schools. Current seniors, 
kindergarteners, and fourth 
graders will receive existing 
devices. Students in grades 
five through eleven will 
receive new chromebooks 
A new device will be given 
to children in grade 5, 
and then they will receive 
another new chromebook 
again in grade 9.
 Because electronics 
are breakable, the new 
chromebooks have damage 
and scratch resistant 
screens and were built to be 
durable and spill resistant. 
Additionally, families will 
have the ability to purchase 
Chromebook insurance 
that covers theft, accidental 
damage, and repair for 
a relatively small fee. In 
each building there will be 
a location where students 
can bring their chromebook 
if it isn’t working and will 
be issued a loaner device to 
keep until theirs is fixed or 
replaced.
 Mark your 
calendars for the week of 
March 5-9 as Chromebooks 
get distributed in school.

twitter.com/mahopacschools

Children using google chromebooks at Lakeview Elementary School.

Sandy Hook Promise: It Starts With Hello
Callie Anderson 

 In a big school like 
Mahopac, it can be easy for 
people to feel isolated from 
their peers. In an effort to 
combat social isolation, 
which is a feeling that you 
don’t fit in or belong, some 
of Mahopac High School’s 
counselors and social 
workers are participating 
in the Start with Hello 
initiative. The “Start With 
Hello Team” includes 
Kristel Halton, Davia 
Bugge, Jennifer Stytzer, 
and Tracy Mairs. The team 
is open to all faculty, staff, 
and students, but is led by 
the aforementioned staff.
Throughout this Start with 
Hello project, the team will 
“help promote a school 
climate that is inclusive, 
engaging and supportive,” 
according to Ms. Halton.
 This is the third 
year Mahopac High School 
will participate in the 
Start with Hello initiative. 
This program is led by 
families who lost loved 

ones during the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
shooting on December 14, 
2012, and its goals are 
helping students feel like 
they belong and decreasing 
feelings of isolation and 
loneliness. Ms. Halton said 
that the project should 
“support kindness, love, 
and human connections.”
 According to the 
Start with Hello mission 
statement, this program 
encourages “safer, 
healthier schools, homes, 
and communities,” and, 

therefore, decreases the 
chances of gun violence. 
Also, the program 
acknowledges that violent 
acts are most often 
committed by people who 
lack coping skills and anger 
management, so creating 
a friendlier community 
where all people feel like 
they belong can prevent 
people from taking extreme 
measures to deal with 
their anger. By building a 
culture of inclusion and 
connectedness, schools 
and communities can 

better support their young 
people and reduce their 
risk of bullying, violence, 
and depression.
 The Start with Hello 
team challenges Mahopac 
students and teacher to 
participate, even if it’s 
something small like saying 
hello to someone you 
do not know well. Other 
opportunities are to invite 
someone who is sitting alone 
at lunch to sit with you, to 
not use your phone during 
lunch, to hold the door for 
the person behind you, to 
compliment someone, or to 
smile at someone.
 If you share how 
you participated with Ms. 
Halton, Ms. Stytzer, Ms. 
Bugge or Ms. Mairs, you 
will be entered in a raffle. 
Also, photos and videos of 
participants will be shared 
on a Google site for the high 
school using the hashtags 
#MHStandsup, #MHStrong, 
#StopBullyingNow. Photos 
and videos can be emailed 
to haltonk@mahopac.org.

images.google.comt

The Start With Hello advertisement promoting youth violence prevention
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Hallie Robcke
 
 The upcoming 
Technology 4 All initiative 
raises some concerns. 
While there are positives to 
this change, it is important 
to recognize the drawbacks.
 Computers and 
other electronics emit 
harmful blue light. Blue 
light can penetrate deep 
into the eye and cause 
damage to the retina. It can 
also cause the formation 
of cataracts. A cataract is 
a clouding if the normally 
clear eye lens. Continual 
exposure to blue light can 
cause premature blindness.
 Students can also 

start to lose their ability 
to talk in a face-to-face 
setting. If we live our lives 
sucked into a computer 
how will we ever learn 
things such as public 
speaking, which is already 
hard enough? Having 
verbal conversations is a 
way we develop as humans. 
 Many people are not 
very responsible. It is easy 
for computers to break, 
and not everyone can afford 
to get insurance or fix a 
computer when it breaks. 
This can be an unnecessary 
stress added on to daily life. 
 Finally, unlimited 
access to computers can 
be a distraction during 
class time. Teachers 
currently take phones away 
because of the distraction 
they cause, but by giving 
students laptops, they can 
search things up during 
lessons that are irrelevant 
to the class.

Alexandra Gaspar

 It’s no news that 
students here are getting 
their own personal 
chromebooks, but what are 
the advantages of using one 
for school?
  Chromebooks 
present a more efficient 
way of taking notes. For 
example, typing can be 
faster and more flexible 
than handwriting notes. 
Also, instead of carrying 
many notebooks, you only 
need to bring the laptop. 
 Essays often need 
to be typed out, and with 
laptops, you’re more 
versatile compared to a 
desktop computer. The 
resources to edit and 
revise are at the touch 
of your fingertips with 
laptops. Also, teachers and 
students can foster a better 
way to exchange advice and 
feedback. 

 

 It encourages 
students to participate  
in group work. With 
laptops, students can meet 
anywhere and still be able 
to access all the materials 
they need for projects. And 
thanks to the Internet, 
sharing materials can be 
done without any hassle. 
 The Internet is a 
powerful tool, especially 
in a classroom setting. 
Students can enhance 
their learning by accessing 
additional readily-available 
information without 
hesitation. This may as well 
be a way to train productive 
citizens that know how to 
use their resources. 

Useful Tool or Distraction in School

Join a Mahopac Club, Make New Friends
FASHION CLUB
Alexa Gustin

 The Fashion Club 
is an after-school club that 
meets on Wednesdays. It is 
run by the club presidents 
Francesca Gennusa and 
Sophia Sayegh and club 
advisor Mrs. Uszak. When 
asked what fashion club is 
all about, Francesca said, 
“In the Fashion Club, we 
organize different events 
where you are able to 
express your creativity and 
your love for fashion. For 
example, we have a fashion 
show at the end of the year 
where designers are able to 
showcase the outfits that 
they have worked on all 
year.
 Before the fashion 
show, we organize events 
such as Halloween parties-
-where we have a costume 
contest for the most creative 
halloween costume--
fundraisers, and trips to 
the garment district in New 
York City.”
 Sophia added, 
“The Fashion Club is a 
small group of girls that 
has an interest in making 
their own designs and 
clothes. They work really 
hard on everything they 
do here. The girls here get 
to express themselves and 
have the chance of being 

independent. At the end of 
each year, each girl gets to 
show what she’s done and 
model it in our Fashion 
Show.” The date of this 
year’s fashion show is to 
be determined in the near 
future. The theme of this 
year’s show is “Around The 
World,” meaning that each 
designer will do clothing 
inspired by any foreign and 
unique cultural fashions. 
 You should expect 
a wonderful and fun time 
at the Fashion Show. They 
have the Mahopac High 
School Dance Company 
coming to perform at 
intermission, and a “What 
Not to Wear” bit that our 
Mahopac High School 
teachers participate in. 
The fashion show will 
be wonderful this year, 
featuring lots of beautiful 
designs. The club is always 
accepting new members. 
They hope to see you at the 
fashion show this year.

BIOLOGY CLUB
Yvonne Fu
 
 In the depths of the 
Mahopac High School Club 
and Activities Handbook, 
you may have spotted a 
description of the Biology 
Club. Members of the Bio 
Club have a meeting every 
Tuesday and Thursday in 

Mr. Rizzo’s room. These 
meetings are usually less 
than 30 minutes long. 
During a regular meeting, 
members split up into 
smaller groups to recycle 
the plastics within each 
section of the school. 
Occasionally, the advisor 
introduces information 
about certain opportunities 
to the club members. For 
example, some of the Bio 
Club members are going on 
a trip to Costa Rica during 
this upcoming summer. 
Mr. Rizzo, the advisor of 
this club, believes that 
the students should 
participate in the club 
equally. Therefore, there 
isn’t a president, vice-
president, secretary, or 
treasurer. Instead, a small 
group of people must step 
up if the other members 
don’t participate actively. 
If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact 
Mr. Rizzo in room 248.

GLAMOUR GALS
Jenna Vitale

 Glamour Gals is a 
volunteer organization that 
gives makeovers to elderly 
women at nursing homes.I 
started the MHS Glamour 
Gals chapter when I was 
a freshman and am the 
current president. Our vice 

president is Ellen O’Brien, 
public relations officer is 
Gemma Franzetti, treasurer 
is Gianna Gervasi and our 
advisor is Mrs. Colbrook. 
We visit senior homes or 
centers once a month, 
usually on the weekends, 
and do seniors’ makeup and 
manicures for free. We’ve 
had some special visits, 
where musicians from 
school come and perform 
and make handmade gifts 
for the seniors to celebrate 
holidays. Some seniors 
don’t get visitors very often, 
so our main goal is to help 
end loneliness. We are open 
to anybody who would like 
to join, contact any of the 
officers or our advisor if 
you’re interested.

Mahopac Music Department Concert
Yvonne Fu
 
 On January 17, 
2018 the Mahopac High 
School Music Department 
held their second concert 
of the school year. Concert 
Orchestra, Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Chorus, Concert 
Band, and Symphonic 
Band had an outstanding 
performance throughout 
the night with the 
assistance of the helpful 

Tri-M stage crew members, 
setting and clearing the 
stage for the groups. 
 The first group 
to perform, Concert 
Orchestra, played “Fig’s 
Frolic from Fiddler’s Fancy” 
and “Sweet Petite Winter 
Suite.” The following two 
pieces, “Incantations” 
and “Gaelic Trilogy” 
were performed by the 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 
The Chorus sang “White 

Winter Hymnal,” “Caro Mio 
Ben,” “ Famine Song,” and 
“Music, Lead the Way.” 
After intermission, Concert 
Band performed four pieces 
including: “Tribal Drums,” 
“Korean Folk Rhapsody,” 
“Just A Closer Walk With 
Thee,” and “The Big Circus 
March.” The following 
group, Symphonic Band, 
performed “English Folk 
Song Suite,” “Swamp 
Rabbit Stomp,” and “Fate 

of the Gods.” Finally, the 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the two band groups 
combined to perform 
“Dreams of Fireflies” to end 
the evening as a summary 
of how well all of the groups 
did that night. 
 There are still a few 
more concerts to be held 
in the upcoming months. 
These concerts are free and 
are open to everyone in the 
community. 

Jenna Vitale

Pictured right, Ashley Leftwich, at 
a Glamour Gals event.

         PRO
CON
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Endangered Species
David Kaprielian

AFRICAN WILD DOG 
(ENDANGERED)
 
The African Wild Dog, a 
social and speedy animal, 
has been on the decline 
for years. Reduced to only 
small areas in Tanzania 
and Botswana, only around 
6,600 of them remain. 
Through targeted killings, 
diseases (such as rabies), 
predatory conflicts, and 
habitat destruction, 
these dogs have had little 
opportunity to recover. The 
WWF (World Wide Fund for 
Nature) has been working 
to protect these animals 
by protecting lands and 
creating wildlife corridors 
in between reserves.

VAQUITA (CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED)

 The world’s rarest 
marine mammal, the 
Vaquita, is in a dire time. 
First discovered in 1958, 
these porpoise-like beings’ 
numbers have dropped 
to just 30. These animals 
reside only in the northern 
part of the Gulf of California, 
where illegal fishing 
operations unintentionally 
cause them to suffocate in 
nets. Although WWF has 

assisted the Vaquita by 
making fishing in the area 
safer, there is little hope 
that they will still be here 
at the end of 2018.

BLACK-FOOTED FERRET 
(ENDANGERED)

 These little 
mammals were once 
thought to be globally 
extinct, but have been 
making a comeback in 
recent decades. Residing 
only in North America, the 
U.S. government, WWF, 
and even Native American 
tribes have made strides 
in protecting the ferret. 
Although their recovery 
has been strong, they are 
still susceptible to foreign 
infection and habitat loss, 
and their numbers are only 
around 340. 

Spotlight On Seniors in Illusion
Alexa Gustin

 Illusion is such 
an amazing experience 
and a wonderful activity 
for students to join. I had 
the chance to interview 
almost all of the seniors in 
illusion, and to watch some 
outstanding singers and 
instrumentalists perform.
Illusion was founded in 
1981 when several students 
approached their Band 
Director Ed Meier with 
the idea of forming a rock 
group at Mahopac High 
School. It was decided to 
add vocalists to the existing 
Mahopac High School Jazz 
Band and renamed the 
group the ‘MHS Jazz-Rock 
Ensemble.’
 The reaction to the 
group’s first performance 
was excellent, and in the 
fall of 1981 it was decided 
to split the two groups. 
The rock group adopted 
‘Illusion’ as their name 
and performed in the 
spring of 1982. Mr. Meier 
soon left Mahopac High 
School and was replaced 
by John Schumacher, 
who continued leading 
the group in high-energy 
performances through 
1985.
 In 1986, Director 
David Stockburger took the 
group in a new direction, 
bringing in a professional 

sound and concert lighting 
crew for the shows. In 
the years since then, 
Illusion has continued to 
grow and evolve, adding 
dancers, videos, and the 
newest lighting and sound 
technology.  
 This year, we 
have a very talented 
group of vocalists and 
instrumentalists. This 
year’s senior performers 
include Sophia Sayegh, 
Zack Cummins, Jamie 
Bochicchio, Amanda 
Eppolito, Amanda Patierno, 
Jillian Sedran, Sabrina 
Contreras, Sarah Klein, 
Jess Finkler, and Rebecca 
Bleakley. 
 Sophia Sayegh, this 
year’s keyboard player, 
says that her favorite part 
about Illusion is when she 
finally gets to perform in 
front of the crowd. Zack 
Cummins is performing 
“Do I Want to Know” by the 
Arctic Monkeys, and Jamie 
Bochicchio is performing 
“Sunday Morning” by 
Maroon 5. Amanda 
Eppolito loves performing 
in front of people and is 
excited to perform “Piece of 
My Heart” by Janis Joplin. 
Amanda Patierno said that 
the best part of Illusion is 
the actual night when the 
show is all put together. 
She will be performing “No 
One” by Alicia Keys. Jillian 

Sedran will perform “Are 
You Gonna Be My Girl” 
by Jet, and Sarah Klein 
will perform “Heartache 
Tonight” by The Eagles. Jess 
Finkler’s favorite part of 
Illusion is interacting with 
other talented performers. 
She is performing “Call 
Me When You’re Sober” 
by Evanescence. Rebecca 
Bleakley will perform “Flat 
on the Floor” by Carrie 
Underwood.
 Illusion will be 
on March, 22, 23, and 
24 at 7 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium. Come 
out to support all of the 
hardworking members of 
Illusion.

instagram.com

Jamie Bochicchio at Illusion. 

images.google.com

Vaquita, a rare marine mammal
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Same-Sex Marriage in Australia
Alexandra Gaspar

 On December 7, 
Australia became the 25th 
country to legalize same-sex 
marriage. The Australian 
Parliament passed the 
legislation just three weeks 
after the Australians 
overwhelmingly voted in 
favor of same-sex marriage 
in a voluntary, non-binding 
postal survey. It asked 
one question: “Should the 
marriage law be changed 
to allow same-sex couples 
to marry?” to which 61% 
of voters answered yes, 
according to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics. 

Roughly 12.7 million 
people, which is about 
80% of the eligible voters 
in Australia, participated 
in the survey. This only 
showed how important the 
issue was to Australians. 
Australia is the second 
country in the Asia-Pacific 
region where marriage 
equality has become a legal 
right, with New Zealand 
being the first. The new 
legislation redefined 
marriage from “the union 
of a man and a woman” to 
“the union of two people.”
 “What a day for love, 
for equality, for respect,” 
said Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull, a longtime 
supporter of marriage 
equality. “Australia has 
done it.” This law ends the 
streak of 22 unsuccessful 
attempts the Parliament 
had legalizing same-sex 
marriage since 2004. 
 Despite it being 
legalized in December, the 
country’s first same-sex 
weddings did not happen 
until after the new year. 
This is due to a requirement 
for all Australian couples 
to wait one month after 
expressing their intention 
to get legally married.

www.adelaidenow.com

Pictured: Senator Penny Wong, Australia’s first openly gay woman in 
parliament and cabinet, overwhelmed by the result of the survey

Call the Doctor
Chris Goldberg

 Meltdown and 
Spectre are major security 
flaws of most modern CPUs 
(Central Processing Units 
- control most of the work 
for the computer). Intel is 
the biggest company under 
pressure about these bugs 
because most of their chips 
are affected. Although Intel 
CPUs are the main problem, 
iPhones are as well affected 
by these bugs.  
 So, as people 
can guess these bugs 
effect a majority of the 
devices on the world. So 
what do Meltdown and 
Spectre do? Meltdown is 

a bug that would allow an 
attacker to read the kernel 
memory of the CPU. The 
kernel handles memory 
management, process and 
task management, and disk 
management. If an attacker 
got control of the Kernel 
then they could control the 
device. This was seen as 
an overlooked and obvious 
major flaw as it would 
give an attacker a lot of 
information.
 Although Meltdown 
mostly affects Intel 
processors due to their 
monopoly of  personal 
use, Spectre affects almost 
every major chip. Spectre 
affects CPUs that perform 
branch prediction. Branch 
prediction is when the CPU 
tries to guess based on 
previous data what you’ll 
do next. It’s supposed to be 
easier for the CPU, but if the 
CPU miscalculates, then it 
leaves a side channel open 
that an attacker can use to 
get private information.
As of now Intel has tried 
to put out updates fixing 
these, but Meltdown and 
Spectre aren’t fully fixed as 
they’re very complex to fix 
in one patch.

Update on the DACA Program
Alexis Annabi

 On January 9, 
President Trump met with 
a group of lawmakers at the 
White House to figure out a 
way to help immigrants who 
were brought to America 
illegally as children. Trump 
showed that he is willing to 
support a plan that protects 
Dreamers as these children 
are known, as long as the 
plan also builds up border 
security, saying that he will 
“take the heat.” That day, 
U.S. District Judge William 
Alsup ordered that the U.S 
keeps Deffered Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
on the same terms as before 
the repeal, while awaiting 
final judgement. 
 However, it was 
reported by the Washington 
postthat during a meeting 
about Dreamers on 
January 11, Trump had 
said, “What do we want 
Haitians here for?... Why 
do we want all these people 
from Africa here? Why do 
we want all these people 
from s—hole countries?... 
We should have people 
from places like Norway.” 
Dreamers and supporters 
were outraged by these  

alleged comments. Trump 
responded by tweeting, 
“Senator Dicky Durbin 
totally misrepresented 
what was said at the DACA 
meeting. Deals can’t get 
made when there is no 
trust! Durbin blew DACA 
and is hurting our Military.” 
 Later, President 
Trump’s team said that they 
would ask the Supreme 
Court to review Judge 
Alsup’s order. Democrats 
in the Senate demanded a 
solution for the Dreamers 
in exchange for a vote that 
would keep the government 
running. Senate created 
a deal that excluded 

Dreamers, but when this 
deal failed the government 
shut down on January 20. 
Two days later, the Senate 
voted to end the shutdown 
in a 81-18 vote. Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer has announced 
that if an agreement about 
the future for Dreamers is 
not made by February 8, 
“the Senate will immediately 
proceed to immigration 
under a neutral process 
that is fair to all sides.” 
The Republican majority 
has little time to create a 
bill that will get 60 votes 
and prevent Dreamers from 
being deported.

Gonzalez Calls BS
Staff Writers

 Emma Gonzalez, a 
senior at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, 
addressed a gun control 
rally on Saturday  February 
17 in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, days after a armed 
former student entered 
their school and killed 17 
people. She emphasized 
the need for student voices 
to be heard regarding 
their stafety in school. The 
following is an excerpt of 
her speech, as reported by 
CNN.”
  “Politicians who sit 
in their gilded House and 
Senate seats funded by the 
NRA telling us nothing could 
have been done to prevent 
this, we call BS,” Gonzalez 
said. “They say tougher gun 
laws do not decrease gun 

violence. We call BS. They 
say a good guy with a gun 
stops a bad guy with a gun. 
We call BS. They say guns 
are just tools like knives 
and are as dangerous as 
cars. We call BS. They 
say no laws could have 
prevented the hundreds 
of senseless tragedies that 
have occurred. We call 
BS. That us kids don’t 
know what we’re talking 
about, that we’re too young 
to understand how the 
government works. We call 
BS.” 
 A nationwide 
school walkout will be held 
on March 14 at 10 am. 
Parkland survivors ask all 
students to take part. On 
March 24, students plan 
a March for Our Lives on 
Washington advocating for 
stricter gun restrictions.

cnn.com

A protest sign supporting DACA outside of the White House.

Michael Wolff ’s “Fire and Fury”
Emily Youngberg

 “Bannon described 
Trump as a simple 
machine. The On switch 
was full of flattery, the Off 
switch full of calumny.” 
from Fire and Fury: Inside 
the Trump White House by 
Michael Wolff. Wolff started 
writing the book in 2016 
when Trump’s presidential 
campaign started, and it 
covers almost a year of 
Trump’s presidency to 
Wolf’s experience in the 
West Wing of the White 
House. Surprisingly, 
Fire and Fury wasn’t the 
intended title of the book, 
as the working title was 
The Great Transition: 
The First 100 days of the 
Trump Administration. The 
final book title presumably 
came when Trump said 

the infamous (or famous)  
words about North Korea 
stating that “They will be 
met with fire and fury like 
the world has never seen.”
 Once the book was 
released on January 5, 
2018, it was immediately 
met with reactions from 
both sides. If this book 
is about Trump and his 
presidency, then what is 
all the talk of Steve Bannon 
about? Steve Bannon is the 
man who served as White 
House Chief Strategist for 
the first seven months of 
Trump’s term until he was 
“fired” from the position 
last August. After he left, he 
began to show high criticism 
towards the Republican 
party. What really brought 
him into the spotlight were 
some outspoken remarks 
he made in the book, like 

calling Donald Trump Jr. 
treacherous for having a 
meeting with Russians 
in Trump Tower. As of 
now, Bannon has publicly 
apologized to Trump about 
the remarks he made, but 
with the book in circulation 
everyone involved will never 
hear the end of it.

TechCrunch.com

Meltdown and Spectre bugs.

independent.co.uk

“Fire and Fury” by Wolff
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Afeni Shkur
Mother of rapper Tupac Shkur, Afeni Shkur was an activist in the 
Black Panther Party in the 1960s. Over her life, she was able to 
overcome being a “poor, single mother on welfare,” as described 

in Tupac’s song “Dear Mama.” Shkur has travelled the United 
States, making guest appearances and lectures, including the 

keynote address at Vanderbilt University’s  Commemoration for 
Black History Month. Afeni Shkur died on May 2, 2016, at the 

age of 69.

Ella Baker
Ella Baker was a political activist who worked alongside Martin 
Luther King Jr. and W. E. B. De Bois. Bakerwas a member of the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP), the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC). All of these organizations focused on fighting racial dis-
crimination. Baker also fought against sexism and classism within 
the Civil Rights Movement itself. Ella Baker died on December 

13, 1986, at the age of 83.

Angela Davis
A member of the Black Panther Party and the Communist Party, 

Angela Davis was a political activist that caused a lot of con-
troversy. In 1970, Davis was arrested by the FBI and charged 

with conspiracy. President Richard Nixon referred to her as “a 
terrorist.” But, many believed her to be innocent. In 1972, Davis 

was acquitted of her charges. Prior to her arrest, Davis taught 
at the University of California, Los Angeles where she studied 
feminism, African-American studies, Marxism, and social con-
sciousness. Recently, she co-founded an organization that fights 
against the rapid expansion of prisoners in the United States and 

the privatization of prisons.

Jane Bolin
Born in Poughkeepsie in 1908, Jane Bolin was the first for a 
lot of things during her life. After graduating from Wellesley 

College, Bolin was the first black woman to graduate from Yale 
Law School. Soon after she graduated, she was the first black 
woman to join the New York City Bar Association and the first 

to join the New York City Law Department. On a national level, 
Bolin was the first black woman to serve as a judge in the United 
States. Also, Bolin served on the boards of the NAACP, the Child 

Welfare League, and the National Urban League. Her activism 
focused on children’s rights and education. Jane Bolin died on 

January 8, 2007, at the age of 98.

Phyllis Wheatley
Phyllis Wheatley was the first published African-American fe-

male poet, but her life was not easy. At the age of seven, Wheat-
ley was sold into slavery and forced to North America, where 

she was bought by the Wheatley family in Boston. As a teenager, 
Wheatleylearned to read and write poetry. George Washington 
praised her poems in 1776 and Thomas Paine published some 

of her poems in the “Philadelphia Gazette.” Many of her poems 
focused on patriotism and rebellion. Phyllis Wheatley died on 

December 5, 1784, at the age of 31.

Black History Month
The Unsung Heroes 
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Callie Anderson
 
 On Thursday, 
February 1, Kylie Jenner 
secretly gave birth to a 
baby girl, Stormi Webster. 
Stormi’s last name 
comes from her father, 
Jenner’s boyfriend, Travis 
Scott. Since September, 
rumors have been flying 
about Jenner’s possible 
pregnancy, but she and the 
rest of her famous family 
kept their mouths sealed 
when questioned about 
the validity of the rumors. 
For the past few months, 
Jenner has been relatively 
absent from the spotlight. 
On February 4, Jenner 
finally took to social media 
to explain what has been 
going on in her life recently.
 It was on social 
media that Jenner first 
publicly announced that she 
had given birth. She wrote 
that she was private about 
her pregnancy because 
she “needed to prepare for 
this role of a lifetime in the 
most positive, stress free, 
and healthy way.” Also on 
February 4, Jenner posted 
a video on YouTube about 
her pregnancy. This video, 
called “To Our Daughter,” 
follows Jenner through 
her pregnancy and life 
with Travis Scott and their 
families. The video also 
includes interviews with 
Jenner’s friends like Jordyn 
Woods and Anastasia 

Karanikolaou. The video 
ends with scenes from the 
hospital room before Jenner 
gave birth. Jenner was 
surrounded by her family, 
with her sister Kendall 
Jenner even FaceTiming 
them since she could not be 
there in person.
 A few days later, 
Jenner posted another 
photo to Instagram. This 
photo featured Stormi fast 
asleep and holding onto 
Jenner’s thumb. Quickly, 
this photo became the most-
liked photo on Instagram, 
with almost 17 million 
likes, greatly surpassing the 
former most-liked photo. 

Formerly, soccer player 
Cristiano Ronaldo held the 
spot for most-liked photo 
with 11.3 million likes with 
Beyonce close behind him 
with 11.2 million likes.
 Stormi Webster is 
not the only new addition to 
the Kardashian family. In 
January, Kim Kardashian 
West and Kanye West 
welcomed their third baby, 
a girl named Chicago, 
via surrogacy. Khloe 
Kardashian is also currently 
pregnant, and looking 
forward to welcoming her 
baby with her boyfriend 
Tristian Thompson.

Kylie Jenner’s Newborn Stormi

people.com

The photo Kylie Jenner posted of her daughter, Stormi, on Instagram.

“A Game of  Thrones” Review
Olivia Vataj

 “Winter is coming.” 
Judging by the amount of 
snow days we’ve had, it’s 
already here. Nonetheless, 
many are familiar with 
this ominous phrase 
from the popular fantasy 
book series “A Song of Ice 
and Fire,”by George R.R. 
Martin, although more 
would recognize the name  
“Game of Thrones,”from 
wildly popular television 
adaptation.
   “A Game of 
Thrones,” the first book in 
the series,was published 
in 1996 and has gained 
a devoted following. It is 
not hard to imagine why. 
The series is credited 
for reviving fantasy and 
introducing the genre to 
a larger, more diverse 

audience. The book’s 
complex universe and 
history adds an intriguing 
backdrop to the current 
conflicts and scenarios in 
which the characters are 
engaging.
 The world of 
Westeros, the fictional land 
where the story takes place, 
is rife with magic, nobility, 
and mystery. In the center 
of it all is the honourable 
Stark family, led by duty-
bound patriarch Eddard 
Stark. In the wake of a 
personal and suspicious 
tragedy, Eddard is asked to 
leave his home in the North 
and travel south to become 
‘Hand of the King.’ It doesn’t 
take long for alliances to 
form, schemes to hatch, 
and plots to develop. 
Every player is grappling 
for power all throughout 
the world but specifically 
control of the Iron Throne 
and the Seven Kingdoms. 
The novel has aspects that 
anyone can enjoy: action, 
horror, suspense, humor 
and romance. The most 
notable humor comes from 
the mouth of clever and 
sarcastic Tyrion Lannister, 
one of the series’ most 
beloved characters. Other 
beloved characters include 
Daenerys Targaryen, whose 
confidence burns hot as her 
dragon’s fire; Jon Snow, 
Eddard’s son born out of 
wedlock; and Sansa and 
Arya, the contrasting Stark 

sisters who must both learn 
to grow up fast, and in very 
different ways.
 Because it switches 
from different characters’ 
perspectives, the novel 
never grows boring, and 
the readers are granted 
a view of varied locations 
and motives. Whether you 
are rooting for a character, 
or whether you despise 
them all , you are given 
the opportunity to witness 
the events from their eyes, 
making the book both 
intricate and surprisingly 
moving. Behind the 
castle walls are struggles 
between loyalty and self-
preservation, vengeance 
rather than mercy, or 
cunning over courage. 
Dilemmas arise, putting 
characters in precarious 
situations and forcing 
them to make life-altering 
decisions, often with bloody 
outcomes. Readers will also 
appreciate its historical 
and cultural accuracy to a 
medieval-like era without 
sugar coating the grim 
features of life during this 
time.
 One thing can be 
said about “A Game of 
Thrones:” it’s no fairy tale. 
But the exciting battles, 
shocking twists, and 
captivating characters will 
pull you in and keep you 
guessing as to who will 
ultimately win the deadly 
Game of Thrones.

amazon.com

The cover of “Game of Thrones.”

New Music this Year
Gemma Franzetti

 Justin Timberlake 
released his new album 
“Man of the Woods” in 
February 2018. Timberlake 
also released a new single 
called “Filthy” in January 
2018.
 Camila Cabello 
released her album 
“Camila” in January 2018. 
The singer recently had hit 
single “Havana,” and is a 
former member of the pop 
group Fifth Harmony.
 The Neighborhood 
released an album January 
of 2018 called “To Imagine.” 
The band is known for the 
song “Sweater Weather,” 
which was popular in 
2013. 
 Post Malone is 
reported to drop a new 
album in 2018 called 
“Beerbongs and Bentleys,” 
although no date has been 
released. Post Malone 
is known for his single 
“Rockstar,” and “White 

Iverson”and his album 
“Stoney” which he released 
in 2016.
 Drake released 
“God’s Plan and Diplomatic 
Immunity,” two new singles 
from the artist last release 
in 2017 with “More Life,”  
 Kendrick Lamar 
released “All the Stars” in 
2018. The singer is known 
for his very popular album 
“Damn” released in 2017.

atrl.net

Justin Timberlakes’ new album.

“Big Brother” Twist
Callie Anderson

 Every summer 
since 2000 has been full 
of backstabbing, crying, 
and drama--at least if 
you’re in the Big Brother 
House. “Big Brother” is a 
game show hosted by Julie 
Chen. Competitors, or 
HouseGuests, live together 
in the Big Brother House and 
compete in competitions for 
survival. Each week, one 
house guest is evicted. At 
the end, the winner gets 
a prize of $500,000. “Big 
Brother” has been on CBS 
for nineteen seasons so 
far, but this year was the 
first time for “Celebrity Big 
Brother.”
 First aired on 
February 7 and ending on 
February 25, “Celebrity Big 
Brother” takes the same 
concept of “Big Brother,” 
but the HouseGuests are 
celebrities rather than 
everyday Americans. Eleven 
celebrities, including five 
former “Dancing with the 
Stars” contestants and 
four former “Celebrity 
Apprentice” contestants, 
signed up to spend two-
and-a-half weeks inside the 
Big Brother House.
 Remember that 
Nickelodeon band Big Time 
Rush? Well, former Big Time 
Rush member, and one of 
the five former “Dancing 
with the Stars” contestants, 
James Maslow, is one of the 

HouseGuests competing in 
the first season of “Celebrity 
Big Brother.” One of the 
HouseGuests, Omarosa 
Manigault Newton, not only 
was a contestant on “The 
Apprentice” and “Celebrity 
Apprentice,” but also was 
a political aide to President 
Trump before being fired at 
the end of 2017. Part of the 
entertaining factor of reality 
TV shows and game shows 
is drama. So, CBS made 
sure they casted Brandi 
Glanville who was on “The 
Real Housewives of Beverly 
Hills” and “Celebrity 
Apprentice.”
 Omarosa Manigault 
Newton has made some 
headlines for comments 
she made about the Trump 
Administration to her fellow 
HouseGuests. First of all, 
Newton said that she would 
not vote for Trump again 
and that she “was haunted 
by tweets every single 
day,” referring to President 
Trump’s controversial 
tweets. Newton also said 
that while people might not 
like Trump, Vice President 
Mike Pence would be even 
worse because his views 
are “extreme” and “scary.”
 The first two evicted 
HouseGuests were Chuck 
Liddell, who is a mixed 
martial artist, and Keshia 
Knight Pulliam, who was 
an actress on “The Cosby 
Show.” The first few 
Heads of Household were 
Shannon Elizabeth Fadal, 
who is an actress; Ross 
Matthews, who has been on 
multiple reality TV shows; 
and Ariadna Gutiérrez, who 
was the first runner-up in 
the Miss Universe 2015 
competition.
 No matter what 
their background, these 
celebrities are in for a world 
they never expected inside 
the Big Brother House, 
where they must follow the 
“Big Brother” motto: expect 
the unexpected.

eonline.com

Omarosa Manigault-Newton
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A Unified Front
Emily Youngberg

 With all that’s going 
on in the world, especially 
with North Korea and 
South Korea, who would 
imagine North Korea 
sending athletes to the 
Winter Olympics in South 
Korea. Well, recently, that 
impossibility has become 
a reality. As of January 
24, the North and South 
Koreans will be united 
under the same flag with 
even the south and north 

women’s hockey team 
merging together. In all, 
North Korea is sending over 
22 athletes, with others 
also competing in figure 
skating and skiing events.
The union of the Korean 
teams has brought the 
hope of peace talks and 
decreased tension with 
North Korea. South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in has 
been hoping to open talks 
with North Korea over 
getting on better terms 
and this could be a way to 
further that.
 Many people are 
unimpressed by this move 
though, with a SBS radio 
station holding a survey 
stating that about 73% 
of those who participated 
opposed the combined 
hockey team. Even Mike 
Pence is wary about North 
Korea sending athletes, as 
he is planning to go to the 
Olympics this year not just 
to support the American 
team, but to prevent North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong 
Un from manipulating 
it in some way. The 
Olympics were created to 
bring nations of the world 
together, but lately, they 
have caused a divide.

Animal Planet’s Puppy Bowl
Alana Rabinowitz

 The Puppy Bowl 
is an annual television 
program on Animal Planet 
that mimics an American 
football game similar to 
the Super Bowl but with 
puppies. The Puppy Bowl 
is filmed inside a miniature 
plexiglass “stadium” and 
the puppies show they are 
well-socialized with people 
and other puppies, and 
that they have a full range 
of vaccinations. A wide 
variety of toys are placed in 
the “stadium” for them to 
play with and the toys are 
usually switched out every 
20 minutes. Peanut butter 
is smeared around the 
camera lens to induce the 
puppies to lick the camera. 

Some cameras are placed 
inside the toys to give a 
puppy’s eye-view of the 
action. A human “referee” 
watches over the “actions 
on the field.” Penalties 
are issued for puppies 
relieving themselves on 
the field. Time-outs are 
called if the water bowl 
needs to be refilled or 
if the puppies begin to 
fight-called unnecessary 
rrruff-ness. The show uses 
puns to mimic the rules of 
professional football, like 
paws interference (pass 
interference), ruff sides (off 
sides), and dog-collar tackle 
(horse-collar tackle). There 
are also unique “penalties” 
that can be called like 
howling, illegal bathing 
(playing the the water 

bowl), napping on the field, 
premature watering of the 
lawn (urination), excessive 
fertilization (defecation), 
pancaking (when a puppy 
sprawls out on the floor 
instead of playing), and a 
lot more, those are some 
just fun ones. However, 
although puppies may 
urinate or defecate on 
the field as frequently 
as every 20 seconds and 
occasionally engage in 
sexual activity, all but one 
of the incidents are edited 
out of the program. Each 
year a most valuable puppy 
(called MVP) is chosen at 
the end of the show for the 
puppy considered to be 
the standout performer of 
the event, and viewers are 
allowed to vote for the MVP.  

Athletes Who Were Once Actors
Callie Anderson

 In Hollywood, one of 
the best known movie stars-
-and one of the bulkiest 
movie stars--is Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson. But 
he wasn’t always best 
known for roles in movies 
like the “Fast and Furious” 
franchise or Moana. For 
much of his life, The Rock 
was famous for his athletic 
abilities.
 Both Johnson’s 
father and grandfather were 
professional wrestlers, but 
Johnson at first resisted 
following the same path. 
Instead, he invested time 
into football, until an injury 
while at the University of 
Miami cost him a career 
in the NFL. Johnson then 
turned to wrestling, joining 
the WWF (now WWE). 
Over his wrestling career, 
The Rock won the WWF 
Heavyweight championship 
title six times and the WWF 
Tag Team championship 
five times.
 Johnson’s wrestling 
character ultimately helped 
him break into Hollywood. 
He was cast in music videos 
and got to host an episode 
of Saturday Night Live in 

2001. Johnson has credited 
that episode of SNL for 
being the start of his acting 
career as he received movie 
offers after the show aired.
 When he 
transitioned into Hollywood, 
Johnson dropped “The 
Rock” nickname and just 
went by Dwayne Johnson. 
Johnson’s Hollywood 
career began in 2001 when 
he was the Scorpion King 
in “The Mummy Returns.” 
For a time, Johnson had 
a partnership with Disney, 
so he appeared on shows 
including “Cory in the 
House” and Wizards of 
Waverly Place” and starred 
in the movie “The Game 
Plan.” Some of his more 
recent movies include 
“Fast and Furious 6,” “San 
Andreas,” and “Moana.”
 While Dwayne 
Johnson is one of the best 
known athletes turned 
actors, Hollywood is full 
of people with similar 
backgrounds. Terry Crews 
is best known for his roles 
in television shows and 
movies, but in the 1990s 
he was a defensive end 
linebacker in the NFL. 
Crews attended college 
at Western Michigan 

University on a full-ride 
athletic scholarship for 
football. He was drafted in 
the NFL by the Los Angeles 
Rams in 1991, and over 
the course of his football 
career, also played for the 
San Diego Chargers, the 
Washington Redskins, and 
the Philadelphia Eagles.
 Crews retired from 
football in 1997 and moved 
to Los Angeles to pursue 
an acting career. Crews 
mostly has been involved 
in television shows, but 
one of his big movies is 
“White Chicks” from 2004. 
Crews starred in multiple 
television shows including 
“Everybody Hates Chris,” 
“Are We There Yet?” and 
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine.” 
Many of the shows and 
movies Crews has been 
part of have been comedies. 
Even though he began his 
life with football, Crews 
believes that acting is what 
he was meant to do.
 With so many 
athletes already having 
on-camera appearances in 
commercials, it leaves some 
wondering, who will be the 
next professional athlete to 
hop from the weight room 
to the movie studio?
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Dogs participating in the annual puppy bowl on Animal Planet. 
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The Korean Unification Flag flying

Red Gerard Wins Gold Medal
Jimmy Christos

 At 17, most of us 
watch the Olympics at 
home. But a select few 
17-year-olds participate in 
the Olympic Games.
 Red Gerard is the 
youngest snowboarding 
gold medalist ever, and 
the United States of 
America’s youngest male 
gold-medalist at the Winter 
Olympics since 1928. 
Gerard’s victory was an 
upset on a sunny and 
breezy morning at Phoenix 
Snow Park, where winds 
threatened to push his 
5-foot-5 frame around in the 
air as he performed high-
flying tricks like a “switch 
backside 12” and a “front 

double 10 out of the side 
hit, into a backside double 
cork.” On February 10, 
Red’s final run scored him 
an 87.16 in the Slopestyle. 
Slopestyle, an event where 
the best of three runs is 
the only one that counts, is 
an event with two distinct 
sections. The upper portion 
is a terrain park, with rails 
to grind and small jumps 
to navigate. The bottom 
portion consists of three 
big jumps, each with an 
assortment of ramps to 
choose. Gerard was so 
ecstatic after his victory  he 
said to a reporter,“I can’t 
believe everything worked 
out... I’m just so happy I 
got to land a run, and just 
to end up on the podium is 

awesome.”
 According to the 
New York Times Gerard 
is considered a creative 
rider not “reverential to the 
conventional competition 
aspects of snowboarding.” 
He was not unnerved when 
he stood atop the course 
after two disappointing 
runs, needing something 
close to perfect to get 
into medal contention. 
Perfection he did get, when 
he landed multiple terrific 
spins and flips.  
 Red Gerard can be 
a poster child for American 
boys to make history at a 
young age. Let’s continue 
to push the boundaries of 
human ability.
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Red Gerard snowboarding at the Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea


