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A Conversation with the New Principal 
Alexandra Gaspar

 This year Mahopac 
High School welcomed 
a new principal into its 
ranks. Born and raised in 
Yorktown, Dr. Matthew 
Lawrence is now braving 
his new role here. Below is 
a transcript of Chieftain’s 
interview with the principal, 
edited for clarity:
Gaspar: What are your 
thoughts on the High 
School so far?
Dr. Lawrence: So far I have 
found every component 
excellent. My first thought 
was these kids here are 
amazing; the students are 
just tremendous, friendly, 
smart, social. So I really do 
enjoy the students most of 
all. All the teachers I found 
are really professional and 
excellent. Things have been 
great. 
G: What made you become 
a principal?
DL: I think it’s an evolution 
really that you go through 
in your career. I started 
out as a math teacher and 
I was a baseball coach. 
But, you have to get your 
Master’s Degree as a 
requirement to keep your 
license. So, I was debating 
in what to get my degree 
on and at the time I was 
thinking about becoming 
a guidance counselor. It 
was my assistant principal 
that said I should become 

an administrator. So that 
started getting the ball 
rolling.

G: Where did you work 
before you came to 
Mahopac?
DL: Right out of high 
school, I served in the 
military. While I was there, 
I came across some of the 
most powerful leaders I 
have ever met, even to 
date. They showed me the 
qualities to successfully 
lead organizations. From 
there, I was the assistant 
principal at Roy C. Ketcham 
High School for seven years. 
I was also the the assistant 
principal at the Beacon 
High School for three years. 
And I was the principal of 
the Greenwood Lake Middle 
School for six years. So I’ve 

been at this for seventeen 
years. So coming to the big 
school and community here 
at Mahopac, I felt prepared.
G: What are your main 
goals for the year?
DL: My main goal is to truly 
understand the community 
and the culture here. I try 
to integrate myself to know 
the systems of Mahopac 
High School. By the end of 
the school year, I hope to 
have a really good grasp of 
what needs to be reshaped 
for the school to run more 
effectively. And I am in 
conversation with all of the 
department chairs. Every 
single month we meet to 
discuss their programs, 
the assessment measures, 
things they would like to 
see changed, things they 
would like to be brought in. 
So, it’s really a collaborative 
effort here. 
G: What are some long term 
goals you have to make the 
school a better place?
DL: In my opinion, and 
every school is different, the 
most immediate goal is to 
affect all students. So you 
have your high achievers 
and those students that are 
less advantageous about 
school. And you want to 
make programs as clear 
and engaging and exciting 
as possible. But, at the 
same time you’re doing that 
it’s important to affect the 
culture inside the school 

building. To make it a 
warm and receptive place 
to learn and students can 
feel comfortable being here. 
You’re offering students 
options and choices 
because that’s what life’s 
all about.
G: How do you plan to 
improve the school to better 
benefit the students’ needs 
and wishes?
DL: Some of the things I 
hear from students, like 
for example, seniors and 
juniors would like a lounge 
area. And I’m working on 
that right now actually. 
Another thing I hear from 
students is that they would 
like the cafeteria to be 
a better place to eat. So 
there’s all these different 
ideas; putting in TVs or 
having different types of 
seatings. Something more 
that students can have 
there. 
G: How can students get in 
touch with you to discuss 
issues they’d like to see 
addressed?
DL: Well they can always 
come [to my office], my 
door is always open, 
literally open. Though I am 
not always in here so they 
can talk to my secretary, 
make an appointment. If 
you email me, I will always 
email back. Or call my 
extension, any way they 
wish, you know I love it 
when students pop by. 

Shalane Flanagan Wins the NYC Marathon
Alexandra Gaspar

 Four time Olympian 
Shalane Flanagan became 
the first American woman 
to win the TCS New York 
City Marathon since 1977 
and the first American to 
win since 2009. At thirty-
six years old, this is her 
first time winning an Abbott 
World Marathon Majors or 
any major marathon. The 
daughter of two former 
elite marathoners,Flanagan 
grew up in Marblehead, 
Massachusetts. There in 
high school she excelled in 
the long distance running 
events. She holds the 
American record in the 
3,000 meter indoor race, 
5,000 meter indoor race, 
and the 15 kilometer road 
race. She is a champion 
of the USA Cross Country 
Championships for the 
senior and four kilometer 
races. Nowadays, Flanagan 
trains with the Bowerman 

Track Team in Portland, 
Oregon. She is also the 
New York Times bestselling 
author of Run Fast, Eat 
Slow.
 The last American 
woman to win the 
marathon was a Japanese-
American by the name of 
Miki Gorman. Gorman did 
not start running until her 
early 30s, and did so as a 
method to gain weight. She 
then went on to win the NYC 
Marathon consecutively in 
1976 and 1977 at 41 and 
42 years old. Unfortunately, 
Gorman passed away in 
2015 after a five-year long 
battle with cancer. 
 Flanagan won with 
an unofficial time of 2 
hours, 26 minutes, and 23 
seconds. She beat Kenya’s 
accomplished runner, Mary 
Keitany. Keitany came in 
second place, finishing 
almost a minute later 
than Flanagan. Flanagan’s 
success also broke Keitany’s 

current streak of winning 
the marathon for three 
consecutive years.  Keitany 
was a favored prospective 
winner as she is the 
women’s-only marathon 
world record holder.
 This is Flannagan’s 
second time running the 
marathon. The last time she 
set foot in this marathon 
was in 2010. In her debut, 
she finished second with 
a time of 2 hours, 28 
minutes and 40 seconds. 
That was the best finish by 
an American woman in 20 
years at the time. 
 Earlier this year, 
Flanagan was kept out of 
the Boston Marathon due 
to a fracture in her lower 
back. However, that did 
not stop her from reaching 
her lifelong goal of winning 
the NYC Marathon. “I’ve 
dreamed of a moment like 
this since I was a little girl,” 
Flanagan said, through 
tears in an interview. “It 

means a lot to me, to my 
family—and hopefully 
inspires the next generation 
of American women to just 
be patient. It took me seven 
years to do this. It took 
a lot of work for just this 
one moment.”  Prior to the 
marathon, Flanagan said 
she would approach this 
race as her last, hinting 
retirement. “It was a poetic 
end to marathoning if she 
chooses to end. I don’t think 
she should yet,” Flanagan’s 
competitor Molly Huddle 
said. “She has always 
showed us what’s possible. 
Between medaling and her 
times and following in her 
footsteps, everyone has 
looked up to her the past 
decade.”
 The NYC Marathon 
is the world’s largest 
marathon event with 
roughly 50,000 runners 
and 2.5 million spectators.

Continued on page 2

Bob Dumas

Dr.Lawrence
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An Historic Ride
Jett Perillo

 Many people have 
heard of Paul Revere’s 
heroic ride on horseback in 
someway, shape, or form. 
What many people don’t 
know is Sybil Ludington 
took a similar heroic ride, 
right here in the Mahopac 
area.
 Sybil Ludington was 
born April 5, 1761. She was 
only 16 years old when she 
rode her horse for 40 miles 
(around twice the length 
Paul Revere did) to warn 
American soldiers of an 
oncoming threat of British 
soldiers. In contrast, Paul 
Revere was 40 when he 
went on his midnight ride. 
Ludington rode through 
what is now Somerville, 
Medford, and Arlington. 

She called soldiers from 
their houses with the news 
of British Governor William 
Tryon’s attack on Danbury, 
Connecticut.
 From approximately 
dusk to dawn, Sybil 
raised almost 400 men. 
She would knock on their 
doors with a stick, and 
at one point, even had to 
fight off a highwayman all 
while evading both British 
soldiers and loyalists. She 
not only out-rode Paul 
Revere at a younger age, 
she also had to defend 
herself.
 For her heroics, 
Sybil was personally 
thanked by General George 
Washington, and artist 
Anna Huntington built 
a statue, currently on 
Gleneida Avenue in Carmel, 

sybilludingtonblog.weebly.com

A statue of Sybil Ludington

College Advice
Gemma Franzetti

 Finding the right 
college is very important, 
but it is also important 
to determine what you 
want to do. If you are not 
sure what path you want 
to follow, here are some 
tips for navigating all of 
the opportunities college 
presents.
 Tip One: Choose 
a school that has many 
majors instead of a school 
that is specifically for one 
major. For example, there 
are schools that focus 
heavily on engineering or 
other specific fields. John 
Jay College of Criminal 
Justice focuses on criminal 
justice. If you aren’t sure 
you want to study Criminal 
Justice, John Jay College is 
probably not right for you. 
You might have an easier 
time finding a fulfilling 
major at a college with a 
variety of majors and fields 
represented.
 Tip Two: Keep your 
options open. Just because 
your friend knows what 
he or she is going to do 
doesn’t means that they 
are going to stick with it. A 
study from the University 
of La Verne shows that fifty 
percent to seventy percent 
of students change their 
majors in college. Changing 

your mind or being unsure 
shouldn’t be a nerve-
wracking experience 
because it is very common.
 Tip Three: Pursue 
what makes you happy. 
If you enjoy math, study 
math. It is important to 
find out what careers are 
out there for your major, 
but first find out what you 
like. Talk to a counselor, 
either at your school or at 
a college you are thinking 
about going to. This can 
help give you some insight 
on popular majors and 
classes to take if you are 
undecided, and how to 
choose the right path. Many 
colleges and universities 
offer career centers to 
provide their students with 
support on finding what 
works in terms of career 
fields for the students.
 Tip Four: Decide 
on what your goals are 
long term. If you can’t see 
yourself giving someone 
open heart surgery, a career 
as a heart surgeon may not 
be the path for you. But if 
you know you like building, 
architecture or engineering 
could be something you 
could do. It is ok not to 
know what you want to do, 
that is the fun of going to 
college and figuring it all 
out.

Flanagan, Continued
 Despite heightened 
police presence to protect 
runners and spectators 
alike, the race ran 
smoothly. “It’s been a tough 
week for New Yorkers, 
and a tough week for our 
nation,” Flanagan weighed 

in. “I thought of, What a 
better gift than to make 
Americans smile today?” 
Her performance in this 
marathon makes this one 
hell of a comeback story 
after such a challenging 
year. 

abcnews.com

Shalane Flanagan after the NYC Marathon.

Special Delivery
Callie Anderson

 On December 12, 
Mahopac science teacher 
Ms. Degl took fifteen high 
school students to Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital. 
The group toured the NICU 
and had the opportunity 

to talk to an NICU social 
worker and the hospital’s 
communications team.
 While on this trip, 
students also donated 
120 items to the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hopsital 
including toys, play dough, 
coloring books, and puzzles.

Jennifer Degl

Mahopac students at the Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital

Surveys
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Sexual Assault Allegations throughout Hollywood 
Alexandra Gaspar

 On October 5, 
journalists Jodi Kantor 
and Megan Twohey of The 
New York Times reported 
substantial allegations 
of sexual misconduct by 
prominent film producer 
Harvey Weinstein. The 
article accused Weinstein 
of thirty years of sexually 
harassing and paying eight 
settlements to actresses 
and women employed in 
Weinstein’s production 
companies, Miramax and 
The Weinstein Company. 
The newspaper has also 
accused Weinstein of 
numerous counts of 
sexual assault and rape. 
Since then, actresses and 
production employees in 
the film industry alike have 
come forward with their 
own encounters of sexual 
misconduct by Weinstein.
 More than eighty 
named women have accused 
Weinstein while many other 
women in the entertainment 
industry have thereafter 
reported to news sites 
of similar encounters. 
Kate Beckinsale, Cara 
Delevingne, Eva Green, 
Lena Headey, Angelina 
Jolie, Ashley Judd, Julianna 
Margulies, Rose McGowan, 
Connie Nielsen, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, are just a few of the 
eighty-old actresses that 
have come forward with 
their allegations. Reports 
of Weinstein’s sexual 
misconduct dates back 
to at least 1984 when an 
unnamed former Weinstein 
Company crew member 
said that Weinstein had 
forced himself onto her. 
 Following these 
allegations, Weinstein has 
been subsequently fired 

from his company, expelled 
from the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, 
and suspended from the 
British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts. Several 
companies such as Apple, 
Hachette, Amazon, Lexus, 
and Ovation have ended 
their collaborations with 
The Weinstein Company. 
His wife, Georgina 
Chapman, has left him, 
prominent figures in politics 
that Weinstein supported 
have condemned him. 
The president of France, 
Emmanuel Macron, has 
begun the process to revoke 
Weinstein’s Legion of Honor 
title. While in the United 
Kingdom, labor members of 
Parliament have requested 
to revoke Weinstein’s 
Commander of the British 
Empire honorary title. 
Harvard University has 
also revoked Weinstein’s 
W. E. B. Du Bois medal. 
Los Angeles, New York, 
and London’s Police 
Departments have opened 
up a criminal investigation 
into the rape and sexual 
assault allegations. Kantor 
and Twohey’s article alone 
caused four members of 
the Weinstein Company 
to resign from the all-male 
board.
 Weinstein has so 
far denied all of these 
allegations against him. A 
spokesperson for Weinstein, 
Sallie Hofmeister, released a 
statement in response to the 
allegations, “any allegations 
of non-consensual sex are 
unequivocally denied by Mr. 
Weinstein. Mr. Weinstein 
has further confirmed that 
there were never any acts 
of retaliation against any 
women for refusing his 
advances. Mr. Weinstein 

obviously can’t speak to 
anonymous allegations, but 
with respect to any women 
who have made allegations 
on the record, Mr. 
Weinstein believes that all 
of these relationships were 
consensual. Mr. Weinstein 
has begun counseling, has 
listened to the community 
and is pursuing a better 
path. Mr. Weinstein is 
hoping that, if he makes 
enough progress, he will be 
given a second chance.” 
Ronan Farrow, an NBC News 
correspondent, followed 
Kantor and Twohey’s 
article and reported in 
The New Yorker additional 
substantial allegations. 
Farrow has since reported 
in November that Weinstein 
had employed Kroll and 
Black Cube, private 
intelligence agencies, and 
private investigator Jack 
Palladino in an effort to 
spy on Weinstein’s alleged 
victims and investigating 
reporters. 
 Following the 
scandal, rose the 
phenomenon dubbed 
the “Weinstein effect” 
as a wave of  “national 
reckoning” encompassed 
the country against 
sexual harassment and 
assault. Numerous sexual 
misconduct allegations 
accusing prominent men 
in various industries 
are being publicized and 
prompted responses from 
said industries. Men in the 
entertainment industry 
such as actor Kevin 
Spacey, comedian Louis 
C.K., filmmaker Brett 
Ratner, director James 
Toback, actor Ben Affleck, 
showrunner Andrew 
Kreisberg, and actor George 
Takei as well as a number 

of other high profiled men 
have been under fire due to 
this phenomenon. The film 
industry is not the only one 
unraveling as leading men 
within journalism, sciences, 
academia, and politics are 
also under attack. 
 Another impact is 
the phenomenon of more 
and more individuals 
are encouraged to come 
forward with their own 
experiences with sexual 
harassment through social 
media. The campaign has 
been labeled by the hashtag 
“MeToo” and has spread to 
other countries such as 
China, Canada, France, 
Italy, Japan, and Norway. 
 The phrase “Me 
Too” was created by social 
activist Tarana Burke on 
MySpace in 2006 in a 
grassroots campaign.  In 
October, actress Alyssa 
Milano began to champion 
the saying, tweeting: “If 
all the women who have 
been sexually harassed 
or assaulted wrote ‘Me 
too.’ as a status, we might 
give people a sense of the 
magnitude of the problem.” 

The phrase has led to 
more than a million posts 
on social media bringing 
awareness to sexual 
harassment. Celebrities 
such as Viola Davis, Rosario 
Dawson, Ellen DeGeneres, 
America Ferrera, Lady 
Gaga, Sarah Hyland, 
Monica Lewinsky, Marlee 
Matlin, Anna Paquin, Emily 
Ratajkowski, Elizabeth 
Warren, Evan Rachel Wood, 
Reese Witherspoon, as well 
as men such as Terry Crews 
and James Van Der Beek, 
have responded to the 
hashtag. The movement has 
opened up the conversation 
about sexual abuse in the 
music industry, sciences, 
academia, and politics. 
 Many critics see 
this as the “tipping point” 
of how society should 
treat sexual misconduct 
allegations. There is no 
doubt that the events laid 
before us have shifted the 
attitude of how to assess 
sexual harassment cases. 
However, it is only a matter 
of how long this trend will 
last.

Images.google.com

Kevin Spacey and Harvey Weistein

NYC  Terror Attack 

Chris Goldberg
 
 The threat of a 
terror attack has plagued 
the country for decades 
since September 11, 2001. 
Over the course of the 
time, from September 11 
to today, security in almost 
every major tourist spot 
has increased dramatically. 
Currently, the major terror 
force is ISIS, which publicly 
posts magazines that give 
tips on how to start a terror 
attack. Their magazine is 
called Rumiyah, which is 
posted every month. It was 
found to be correlated to 
October’s Manhattan terror 
attack, which involved a 
truck rampaging through 
the streets. This issue of the 

magazine featured tips on 
how to start a terror attack 
with vehicles. The magazine 
included details such as 
where to get a vehicle and 
what size to get. Although 
not very well-known before 
the NYC terror attack, it 
is now familiar with the 
people of the United States. 
This particular terror attack 
was led by twenty-nine year 
old, Sayfullo Habibullaevic 
Saipov, who killed eight and 
injured eleven by driving 
a rented truck through a 
bike trail. This act gave 
attention to the magazine 
and furthered the necessity 
for the removal of terrorism 
from the world for the safety 
of the people.

usatoday.com

Emergency personnel responding to the scene.

Common Misconceptions
Alexa Tyberg

 The common 
misconception of 
information is a flaw that 
has plagued humans for 
decades. Some may still 
believe that Mount Everest 
is the highest mountain, 
when in fact, it’s not. 
Humans have been told in 
health for years now that 
we all have 5 senses, when 
that’s not true either. Just 
as the whole tomato being a 
vegetable or fruit argument, 
today it has been revealed 
that a banana is a berry. 
With information like this, 
every time it’s passed down 
it’s sure to get twisted 
somehow or someway. 
You probably haven’t ever 
thought about the long line 
of people your information 
is passed down through 
before it gets to you. And if 
you’ve ever played the game 
telephone, you’ll know what 
happens when information 
gets transferred that way. 
You may be able to see, then, 
why many of the things we 

think we know can actually 
be completely wrong. But 
then, how much of our 
knowledge is wrong? How 
much of it has been twisted 
from being passed down to 
person after person? I guess 
we’ll never know, unless 
we actually take the time 
to check every single piece 
of knowledge. Let’s start 
with the few we do know.
For one, Mt. Everest, 
thought by many to be 
the tallest mountain, 
is surpassed by Mauna 
Kea which is actually the 
tallest when measured 
from base to summit. 
Business Insider says that 
“the total height of Mauna 
Kea [is] about 33,500 feet 
- nearly a mile taller than 
Everest.” With this common 
misconception, we also have 
a lot more than five senses. 
In fact, World Economic 
Forum tells us that 
“many [neuroscientists] 
would argue that we have 
anywhere between twenty-
two and thirty-three 
different senses.” A few 

of these senses include 
equilibrioception, which 
is the sense of balance; 
proprioception, which is 
knowing where your limbs 
are in relation to the rest 
of your body; kinaesthesia, 
which is the sense of 
movement; thermoception, 
which is the sense of 
temperature; nociception, 
which is the sense of pain; 
and chronoception, which 
is the sense of passing 
time. And, according to 
Live Science, a banana 
is, in fact, a berry. This is 
not only because of their 
being structured as a berry 
is defined, but because 
of the fact that bananas 
do not actually grow on 
trees. They grow on plants 
with sturdy stems but not 
trunks. So what knowledge 
do you think you’re wrong 
about? If you’re unsure 
about something, you 
could check the internet 
or, better yet, a textbook.
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Lift on the Ban for Female Drivers in Saudi Arabia

Erin Fenster & Miriam 
Ahmed

 As of September 
26, 2017, Saudi Arabia 
announced that the ban 
on female drivers in Saudi 
Arabia would be lifted, 
meaning women would 
have the right to drive. 
Women all across the 
country rejoiced. Many 
western nations praised 

Saudi Arabia’s progress 
The ban has long fed into 
Saudi Arabia’s ‘oppressive’ 
and ‘sexist’ reputation, 
and now the country has 
made strides to discourage 
its ill repute in front of 
the rest of the world. This 
decision leaves the global 
community optimistic that 
Saudi Arabia is propelling 
itself in the right direction.
 The ban will be 

officially lifted in June 
of 2018. The lift was in 
response to the political 
and social damage the 
ban put on the country’s 
reputation.
 The Saudi 
government was the last 
country that banned women 
from driving. The choice 
to repeal the law can also 
be a strategy to distance 
the Islamic country from 
the Jihadists and Taliban, 
who both practice the 
ban on female drivers. 
Many pro-ban individuals 
argued that ‘such acts 
would corrupt society and 
lead to sin.’ One cleric 
even claimed that ‘getting 
behind the wheel could 
damage women’s ovaries 
and damage fertility.’ Many 
also felt it would create 

issues concerning gender 
separation, which the 
country still partakes in all 
public venues. However, 
their arguments were all 
seen as outdated and 
unnecessary by the Saudi 
government.
 The lift on the 
ban is also the Saudi 
government’s response to 
the countless protests and 
arrests to fight the ban. 
The first protest began as 
early as 1990. With the 
ban lifted, Saudi Arabia 
hopes for public relations 
to improve. There is also 
hope that with ban lifted, 
there will be an increase of 
women’s interactions in the 
workplace, or with different 
jobs which will boost the 
economy. Previously, Saudi 
women relied on paid 

drivers to get anywhere. 
Now with the right to drive 
and extra cash in their 
pockets, there will hopefully 
be a bigger push towards 
women working and, in 
general, economic growth, 
one of the goals under the 
new leadership in Saudi 
Arabia.
 This change is a 
progressive one and surely a 
precedent for similar change 
in the Middle East. Many 
women hope that under 
the leadership of Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, there will be 
many other steps towards 
the elimination of gender 
inequality that currently 
exists in Saudi Arabia and 
other regions in the Arabian 
peninsula.

graphic.com.gh

Saudi’s efforts by women to drive

Floods in Vietnam Kill Many

Alexis Annabi

 On November 4, 
Tropical Cyclone Damrey 
caused flooding in 
Vietnam’s south-central 
and coastal regions. With 
strength equivalent to a 
category two hurricane and 
winds of 135 kilometers an 
hour, Damrey killed over 
100 people, left 26 missing, 
and injured nearly 200 
across central and southern 
Vietnam. More 80,000 
homes were damaged 
and electricity poles were 
knocked down. Hectares of 

crops, including rice and 
vegetables were flooded as 
more than 36,000 people 
were evacuated from their 
homes. Damrey is the 
strongest tropical cyclone 
to hit southern Vietnam in 
16 years. Vietnam is prone 
to flooding and storms 
due to their long coastline. 
Vietnam authorities said 
they used tremendous effort 
to avoid the city, Danang, 
from being flooded.
 On November 11, 
days after the flooding 
the city of Danang hosted 
China’s Xi Jinping and 

Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
among Asia-Pacific leaders 
at this week’s summit. The 
Meetings of the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
were not disturbed by the 
rain. Damrey destroyed 
homes, flooded farmland, 
damaged crops, knocked 
down electricity posts, and 
other dangerous things 
that affected the lives of the 
people of Vietnam. About 
4 million people across 14 
provinces in central and 
south Vietnam are thought 
to have been affected 
by the storm, including 
381,000 people in need of 
humanitarian assistance, 
according to the IFRC 
(International Federation of 
Red Cross.) There is a risk 
of an outbreak of disease in 
the parts of Vietnam heavily 
affected. The flooded, 
tropical conditions and 
contamination of the water 
could risk an outbreak 
of dengue fever, malaria, 
typhoid and influenza, 
especially without the 
promotion of good hygiene. 
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Vietnamese crossing a flooded sidewalk

Church Massacre
Kelli Murphy

 November 5, 2017, 
was just a normal day in 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, 
until one moment turned 
the town into a tragedy. 
A gunman by the name of 
Devin Patrick Kelley opened 
fire on a church in the town 
killing twenty-six people.
 The gunman first 
opened fire at eleven am 
according to the New York 
Times, and the police were 
first notified at 11:20 am. 
A neighbor of the church 
saw the gunman. The 
neighbor shot at Kelley and 
hit him before he fled to 
his car. Neighbors followed 
Kelley who, ultimately, 
crashed his car and died. 
Many questions have 
been left unanswered in 
regards to the gunman and 
his motives. Due to the 
extremely small population 
in Sutherland Springs, the 
church massacre killed 
seven percent of their 
population. It was later 
found that Kelley had three 
gunshot wounds, one in the 

leg, one in the torso, and 
a self inflicted one to the 
head. Kelley had also killed 
his grandmother-in-law 
during the attack, shedding 
some light on a possible 
motive of the shooting being 
a domestic dispute.
 Without a doubt, 
mass shootings have 
become far too common 
in modern day society and 
preventive measures must 
be taken to protect our 
citizens. What happened 
in Sutherland Springs was 
terrible and the twenty-
six lives lost can never 
be returned, so we as a 
country must work together 
to prevent things like this 
happening for the safety of 
the country and its citizens. 

Devasting Iranian Earhquakes 
Emily Youngberg

 On Sunday 
November 12, a 7.3 
magnitude earthquake hit 
the border of Iran and Iraq. 
More than 500 people died, 
and more than 7,000 are 
injured. Most of the victims 
were in Iran.
 This tragedy is not 
that region’s first as the 
area is prone to devastating 
earthquakes. Iran is 
located by the border of 
the Eurasian and Arabian 
tectonic plates. Tectonic 
plate movement is one 
of the main causes of 
earthquakes, specifically 
when the plates grind 
against or push under 
each other. The pressure 
that is released from 
those movements is an 
earthquake. In the Iran 

area, the Arabian plate is 
going under the Eurasian 
plate. In an area partially 
including Iran, these plates 
are creating the Zagros 
Mountains. The movements 
of the Arabian plate and 
the Eurasian plate cause 
frequent earthquakes in 
Iran.
 Iranian earthquakes 
are frequent, but also 
more destructive than 
earthquakes in other 
1Iran is not suitable for 
earthquakes, so when they 
hit, they are able to destroy 
many homes and buildings. 
This destruction was the 
main reason there were so 
many victims in the Bam 
earthquake in 2003, which 
had up to 26,000 victims 
due to poor planning and 
building of homes and 
property in the area.

 All we can do now 
is to help those affected 
by these natural disasters,  
whether we donate to 
charities like Children of 
Persia or spread awareness 
of preventive measures.

Syria to Join Accord
David Kaprielian

 In November, Syria 
joined the Paris Climate 
Accord, leaving the United 
States isolated in its 
choice to back out. The 
agreement, originating 
in 2015 under President 
Barack Obama, called 
on almost 200 different 
countries to attempt to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. At the time of 
its creation, only Syria 
and Nicaragua refrained 
from signing. However, 
with Nicaragua joining the 
accord in October and Syria 
in November, the United 
States is the only country 
left out of the agreement 
after withdrawing from it in 
the beginning of August.
 Even though Syria 
has been part of a bloody 

civil war since 2011, their 
government is making 
an effort to assist in 
reducing climate change. 
Roua Shurbaji, a Syrian 
spokeswoman, has stated 
that their decision is part of 
an effort to  “to be effective 
in all international areas 
including climate change.”
 Environmentalists 
have been advocating 
for President Trump to 
reconsider withdrawing 
from the Paris Climate 
Accord, and the latest 
installment of Syria joining 
just adds to their opposition 
to President Trump’s 
decision to withdraw. Now 
all eyes on the US to see 
what direction President 
Trump will do to deal with 
the surmounting problem 
of global warming. 
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Taylor Swift is Back with a New Album: “reputation”
By: Callie Anderson

 At the end of 
August, all of Taylor Swift’s 
posts on Instagram and 
Twitter were deleted. Soon 
after, an animated video 
of a snake in three parts 
showed up. After almost 
three years since her last 
album, 1989, was released, 
Taylor Swift had returned. 
A few days later, the lead 
single from Taylor’s sixth 
studio album was released. 
“Look What You Made Me 
Do” immediately shot to the 
top of the iTunes charts. 
The past three months 
have been a whirlwind for 
Swifties worldwide.             
  Throughout 
October, Taylor Swift held 
five secret sessions: one 
in London, two in Rhode 
Island, one in Los Angeles, 
and one in Nashville. She 
handpicked one hundred 
fans per night, for a total of 
five hundred people, from 
Tumblr, Instagram, and 
Twitter to go to her house 
and listen to her album 
“reputation” before it was 
released on November 10. 
These fans also got to meet 
Taylor Swift and her family. 
One of my friends, Sofia 

Jain, attended a secret 
session at Taylor Swift’s 
house in Rhode Island 
on October 18. At that 
secret session, Jain told 
me that Taylor performed 
her new song “New Year’s 
Day” on the piano five 
times so that Swift’s team 
could videotape it for the 
premiere video of the song 
on November 9. After this 
surprise performance, Jain 
and the ninety-nine other 
fans got to meet Taylor 
Swift and take photos 
with her. Overall, Jain 
spent about seven hours 
in Taylor Swift’s beachside 
house, something that 
millions of other people 
would do almost anything 
to experience.  
      On November 10, 

“reputation” came out. This 
album is different from all 
of her past albums because 
it explores a “darker, 
deeper” side of pop, 
according to Rolling Stone. 
Even though lyrics like the 
“old Taylor” is dead imply 
that “reputation” is about 
Taylor reinventing herself, 
I think that “reputation” 
redefines and clarifies how 
Taylor sees herself and her 
life. This album is more 
about Taylor reflecting on 
herself and giving fans an 
intimate look into her life. 
As an extension of her 
album, Taylor released 
two magazines with hard 
copies of her album from 
Target. These seventy-two 
page magazines include 
poetry, paintings, photos, 

and lyrics, all done by 
Taylor Swift herself.  
 Many people might 
first assume that it is 
counterproductive for 
Taylor Swift to push hard 
copies of her albums as 
most people buy music 
online or stream it. But 
for Taylor Swift fans, it 
is unusual to not have a 
physical copy. Personally, 
I own three physical copies 
of “reputation”: both of the 
magazines and one regular 
copy. So far, Taylor Swift 
has not allowed “reputation” 
onto streaming services like 
Spotify, Apple Music, and 
Pandora. But “reputation” 
defied current music 
trends and sold 1.216 
million copies in one week, 
according to USA Today. 
To put into perspective 
how many albums this is, 
the other one hundred and 
ninety-nine albums on the 
Billboard Hot 200 Albums 
combined total sales are 
863,000. This is Taylor 
Swift’s fourth album to 
reach over a million sales 
in its first week.  
 I listened to “reputation” as 
soon as it came out. I love 
Taylor Swift, so I’ve been 
waiting about three years 

for this album. And Taylor 
Swift did not disappoint 
me. Every time I thought I 
chose a favorite song, my 
CD would start the next 
one and I would have to 
reevaluate all of her songs 
all over again. According 
to Meave McDermott of 
USA Today, “Swift takes 
ownership of her narrative 
in a way listeners haven’t 
heard before.” Randy Lewis 
of the LA Times called 
“reputation” Swift’s “most 
focused, most cohesive 
album yet.” Neil McCormick 
of The Telegraph wrote 
that ““reputation” is a big, 
brash, all-guns-blazing 
blast of weaponized pop 
that grapples with the 
vulnerability of the human 
heart as it is pummelled by 
twenty-first century fame.” 
Many critics, even if they 
are as in love with Taylor 
Swift as I am, recognize the 
hard work Swift put into 
this album and respect her 
for that.     
 While the old Taylor 
might be dead, this new 
Taylor is here to live life on 
her terms no matter what 
other people think about 
her “reputation”.

Review: “Thor Ragnarok”
Shane Laguna

 This year’s third 
entry into the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, 
following “Spiderman: 
Homecoming” and 
“Guardians of the Galaxy: 
Volume 2,” is “Thor: 
Ragnarok,” the third 
installment to the Thor 
movie series. Returning 
home after defeating 
yet another foe bent on 
destroying Thor’s homeland 
of Asgard, Thor finds that 
his father, Odin, has been 
sent into exile on Earth. 
Thor’s brother, Loki,was 
presumed dead at one point, 
but Thor eventually caught 
him. The two brothers set 
out to find Odin. With some 
“help” from Doctor Strange, 
the two brothers find their 
father on the brink of 

death in Norway, looking 
out somberly over the sea. 
Before departing from this 
world, Odin warns Thor 
and Loki that their sister, 
Hela, the god of death, has 
returned, and will destroy 
all of Asgard in an incident 
known as Ragnarok.
Not long after Odin’s 
passing, Hela appears 
before the brothers. Thor 
and Loki attempt to 
escape to Asgard, but are 
thrown off-course on their 
way, and end up finding 
themselves on a strange 
alien world made up of 
things cast-off from the rest 
of the universe. Now, with 
the help of new and old 
allies, Thor must find a way 
back to Asgard to prevent 
Ragnarok and save his 
people, all to an incredibly 
entertaining adventure.

The film itself plays out 
as an action comedy, and 
embraces this label very 
well, being stuffed with 
plenty of laughs, as well 
as enough battle scenes to 
keep you on the edge of your 
seat. Though the pacing 
may be a bit quick at times, 
it does not detract from the 
film’s overall quality, with 
one of its highlights being 
the film’s incredibly comic 
book-looking backgrounds, 
characters and costumes 
that really bring the Marvel 
world to life. With yet 
another Marvel tale spun, 
we are left wondering from 
the after credit scene what 
is to come in the impending 
and highly anticipated 
movie “Avengers: 
Infinity Wars,” set to be 
released in May 2018.

Top Holiday Movies this Season
Jenna Vitale 

 The holidays have 
come up again and it’s 
important to know the best 
movies to watch during this 
time of the year. Here are 
a few that are well-known 
classics that you must 
watch this holiday season;
“The Polar Express:” In 
this movie, a boy gets on 
a train heading towards 
the North Pole. There are 
many kids on the train and 
it seems like the best train 
ride you could ever take. He 
goes through many crazy 
adventures on his way to 
the North Pole, which is 
where the magic happens.
“A Year Without a Santa 

Claus:” This movie describes 
exactly what you may think 
it is based on the title. 
Santa Claus starts to get 
sick, right when Christmas 
is around the corner. 
Children around the world 
are worried about what 
will happen without him.
“Frosty the Snowman:” 
Frosty was a typical 
snowman, or so you 
thought. Frosty comes to 
life in this movie and travels 
around with some of his 
human friends. However, 
there’s one problem: not 
everybody wants Frosty 
to stay frozen. People do 
everything they can, on 
both ends, to keep Frosty 
the way they want him 

and the way he wants. The 
“Santa Clause:” A father has 
his son for Christmas Eve 
in this movie. Santa Claus 
comes to deliver gifts to his 
house but something goes 
wrong. This father and son 
go on quite the adventure 
that is almost unbelievable. 
Their trip leaves people 
in their lives questioning 
what’s real and what’s not.
“How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas:” In this movie, 
the Grinch is not the biggest 
fan of Christmas. He does 
everything he can to try to 
take away all the Christmas 
cheer in a town. How far 
will he go? No spoilers! 
Guess you’ll have to watch, 
if you haven’t already.

“Wonder” Review
Alexis Annabi
          
 Auggie Pullman, 
played by Jacob Tremblay, 
is a 1ten-year old boy with a 
genetic facial deformity and 
the main character of the 
movie “Wonder.” Originally 
a novel by Raquel J. Palacio, 
this movie follows the life 
of Auggie and his family 
as he transitions from 
homeschooling to attending 
a middle school. August’s 
face deformity prevented 
him from attending a 
mainstream school, but 
now he is the new kid at 
Beecher Prep, starting his 
5th grade year.
 The story is told 
through changing the 
point of view. Each of the 

main characters get to 
have their own section 
of the story where the 
audience experiences 
the story from his or her 
perspective. This format 
makes each character 
relatable and their actions 
understandable. 
 This movie shows 
how Augie is just an 
ordinary kid with an 
extraordinary face, he 
loves minecraft, Star Wars, 
science, and his family. 
This heartwarming journey 
highlights the importance 
of kindness and the pain 
that comes with bullying 
and is a lesson on how to 
treat people who appear 
different.

Holiday Attractions
Gemma Franzetti 

 There are so many 
different places you can 
go to enjoy this holiday 
season. In NYC, there 
is Wollman Rink where 
you can enjoy a fun day 
skating in Central Park to 
really feel the winter spirit. 
The Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular is not too 
far away where you can 
watch the Rockettes dance 
across the stage spreading 
holiday glee. Travel to 
Rockefeller Center to see 
the tree from State College, 
Pennsylvania, lit up from 
top to bottom with lights. 
Then on 5th Avenue, there 
are window display that 

could only be seen during 
Christmas and Hanukkah. 
If you need some presents, 
head over to Union Square 
Holiday Market to buy all 
your holiday gifts. If you 
are get hungry on your 
holiday journey, head to 
the Annual Latke Festival 
where you can eat all 
different types of latkes to 
ring in this holiday season. 
Just search online to find 
participating restaurants. 
Finally, the World’s 
Largest Menorah was lit 
in Midtown, Manhattan, 
and you can go see it this 
Hanukkah season. These 
are only a few ideas to 
do this holiday season, 
there are so many more.

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com

Taylor Swift on her album cover
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Endangered Species
David Kaprielian

  The first 
endangered species on the 
list is the Hawksbill Turtle 
which is known as the 
Eretmochelys imbricata. 
The status of the turtles is 
critically endangered with 
an unknown population. 
Hawksbill turtles, named 
for their narrow, pointed 
beak, are a fundamental 
link in marine ecosystems. 
Unfortunately, their 
distinctly colored shells 
make them prey to illegal 
wildlife trading, mostly in 
Eastern Asia. These turtles 
are living representatives 
of a reptile group that has 
existed for over 100 million 
years. The World Wildlife 
Fund is developing fishing 
hooks and nets that will 
reduce the risk of catching 
these reptiles.
 The next 
endangered species on 
the list is the Sumatran 
Elephant which is also 
known as the Elephas 
maximus sumatranus. 
This species is classified 
as critically endangered 
with a population of 2,400-
2,800. The Sumatran 
elephant is very important 
to the forest ecosystem in 
the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra, where they eat 
plants and distribute seeds 
throughout the area. They 

share this habitat with 
numerous other endangered 
species, like the Sumatran 
rhino and Sumatran tiger. 
Un for tunate ly ,hab i ta t 
loss and human conflict 
caused their population to 
half in a single generation, 
giving them the critically 
endangered status. The 
World Wildlife Fund is 
assisting the conservation 
effort by keeping elephants 
out of villages and securing 
forests for habitat area.
 The third and 
last species on this list 
is the Amur Leopard, 
also known as Panthera 
pardus orientalis. The 
status of the Leopard is 
critically endangered with 
a population of at least 60. 
The Amur Leopard is an 
unusual leopard because it 
resides in the Russian Far 
East, so it has managed 
to adapt to the temperate 
forests of that area. This 
feline hunts on its own, 
reaching speeds of up 
to thirty-seven miles per 
hour. The beautiful pelt of 
this animal is its downfall 
due to illegal hunting and 
trading of it. World Wildlife 
Fund programs support 
anti-poaching efforts in 
all known habitats of the 
cat, while implementing 
programs to stop the illegal 
trade of their pelts.

Video Game Voice Actors No Longer Invisible 
Alexandra Gaspar

 Since last October, 
video game voice actors in 
the Screen Actors Guild 
American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists 
(SAG-AFTRA) union have 
been on strike. The strike 
lasted 340 days after the 
union and entertainment 
companies failed to 
come to an agreement 
in negotiations. These 
negotiations about the 
existing labor contract have 
been in discussion since 
February 2015. This is the 
first-ever strike against the 
gaming industry and the 
longest lasting strike in the 
union’s history. 
 For almost a year, 
union members of SAG-
AFTRA were instructed to 
stop working in all games 
that went into production 
after February 2015. The 
targeted entertainment 
powerhouses in the strike 
included: Activision 
Publishing, Inc.; Blindlight, 
LLC; Corps of Discovery 
Films; Disney Character 
Voices, Inc.; Electronic Arts 
Productions, Inc.; Formosa 
Interactive, LLC; Insomniac 
Games, Inc.; Interactive 
Associates, Inc.; Take 
2 Interactive Software; 
VoiceWorks Productions, 

Inc.; and WB Games, Inc
 For a strike to 
commence in the union a 
vote was placed and the 
strike authorization vote 
was approved by a 96% 
margin. Of the 16,000 
members of the union, 
6,000 of those work in the 
gaming industry. In the 
fast-growing industry, voice 
actors are paid by the hour. 
Unlike film or television 
actors, voice actors are 
not paid residuals or any 
secondary compensation 
based on how well the game 
becomes. These voice actors 
are typically unknown,                                  
u n c e l e b r a t e d , a n d 
uncompensated for their 
work. Some of these voice 
actors have also spoken 
up about the problem of 
stressing their voices. “Let 
me hear the sound you’d 
make if you were slashed 
in half by a sword?” actress 
Jennifer Hale asked NPR. 
“How about you’re struck in 
the heart by a bullet? How 
does your throat feel? ... I 
have friends who have had 
to have surgery because 
of the vocal stress they 
incurred in the session and 
they’ve been out of work for 
months.” Hale has played a 
number of roles including 
Sarah Palmer in Halo 5: 
Guardians, Commander 

Shepard in Mass Effect 3, 
and a quantum physicist in 
BioShock Infinite: Burial At 
Sea.
 The union 
championed a new, better 
compensation structure for 
voice and motion capture 
actors in the gaming 
industry. The structure 
would allow these actors 
to receive residual-like 
payments based on video 
game sales and success 
along with their existing 
recording payments. 
 Other issues the 
union wanted to bring to 
light were improved safety 
precautions and oversight 
to avoid vocal stress for 
certain roles and better 
safety assurances for actors 
while on set. The union also 
wanted more transparency 
in the hiring process. Actors 
have claimed that most 
often, they were unaware of 
what video games they were 
working on, even after the 
job was finished. Some have 
said that this prevents them 
from negotiating better pay 
on popular titles. One of 
the more apparent impacts 
of the strike was within one 
video game’s developments, 
Life is Strange: Before 
the Storm. Actress Ashly 
Burch, a member of the 
union and voice actor of 

lead character Chloe Price 
in the original game Life 
is Strange, was unable to 
reprise her role due to the 
strike. 
 Many fans were 
dispirited and displayed 
their despair to social 
media to the BAFTA award-
winning franchise. “This 
negotiation is not only about 
upfront compensation. 
It is about fairness and 
the ability of middle-class 
performers to survive 
in this industry. These 
companies are immensely 
profitable, and successful 
games — which are the 
only games this dispute is 
about — drive that profit.” 
SAG-AFTRA said in a 
statement. “It is simply 
the idea that, if a video 
game is wildly successful, 
actors should share in its 
financial success,” SAG-
AFTRA continued. “There 
is ample precedent for 
residual income for actors, 
yet they’ve historically 
been extremely difficult to 
achieve in this contract.” 
However, the industry 
companies do not believe 
in the use of residual-
like payments. By doing 
so, in their belief, would 
move money away from 
the development aspect 
of games and devalue the 

efforts of programmers and 
artists.
 The strike ended in 
September as SAG-AFTRA 
and video game companies 
came to an agreement. 
The agreement created a 
new three-year contract. 
However, this contract 
does not include residuals 
the union was fighting for, 
but rather a sliding-scale 
bonus payment. Video 
game companies also must 
provide more transparency 
for roles including the 
gameplay genre, if the work 
is based on an existing 
franchise or character, or 
if the work will include 
profanity, racial slurs, 
sexual or violent overtures, 
or physical stunts. The 
agreement would also have 
the companies work on 
the issues of vocal stress 
during recording sessions. 
Although, some voice actors 
have raised some concerns 
about the agreement, 
chiefly about the issue on 
residuals the strike was 
mainly about. As the video 
game industry grows, 
blurring the lines between 
games and movies, the 
actors that breathe life into 
these games are looking for 
some agency.

Agatha Christie’s “Murder”
Olivia Vataj

 Hercule Poirot is 
one of the most well-known 
fictional detectives in 
literature. This Belgian (not 
French-he’s picky about 
that) gentleman cracks the 
toughest cases with the 
help of his “little gray cells,” 
all the while maintaining 
the highest standards of 
manners and tidiness. 
He first appeared in “A 
Mysterious Affair” at Styles 
written in 1920 by Dame 
Agatha Christie. This was 
Christie’s first ever novel. 
She also wrote many short 
stories and history’s longest 
running play. Her works are 
out-sold worldwide only by 
the Bible and Shakespeare.
 The detective Poirot 
himself is in the spotlight 
for many of these stories, 
although most consider 
“Murder on the Orient 
Express” to be the most 
captivating case of his 
career. It was written in 
1934 and has since been 
adapted into several films, 
most recently with Kenneth 
Branagh as the director and 
lead. The general opinion 
of fans, and myself, is that 
actor David Suchet gives 
the most accurate portrayal 
of Poirot, which he did 
for twenty years on BBC. 
I highly recommend you 
check these movies out, as 
they are entertaining and 
remarkably faithful to the 
books.
 “Murder on the 
Orient” Express has Poirot 

attempting to unveil a 
baffling mystery where a 
man is murdered in his 
train compartment while 
the train has been stopped 
by a snowdrift. It is clear 
that the killer is one of 
the passengers and is still 
on board. But the puzzle 
becomes more and more 
complex as connections 
between the shady victim 
and each suspect begin 
to come to light and each 
passenger’s past is revealed 
to be more mysterious 
than the next. How could 
several different people, 
all with vastly different 
backgrounds and who have 
never met each other, all 
have a reason to dislike the 
murdered man? Will Poirot 
find the killer before they 
are rescued? It’s questions 
such as these that drive the 
plot, with twists at every 
corner and an ending that 
will shock you.
 The mystery and 
characters also make the 
reader debate the meaning 
of right or wrong and good 
or bad. One begins to 
analyze the situation not 
as black and white, but as 
being far too complicated 
and intricate to have a 
simple answer. Is taking the 
life of another ever, in any 
circumstance other than 
self-defense, justifiable? 
The case shakes the moral 
Poirot to his core, and 
forces him to re-evaluate 
some of his central beliefs. 
This riveting novel might 
even do the same to you.

 The recent film 
boasts an impressive 
cast, including Kenneth 
Branagh, Johnny Depp, 
Michelle Pfeiffer, Judi 
Dench, and Leslie Odom Jr 
just to name a few. There 
are a few differences from 
the novel, but these are 
mostly to condense the 
story and keep it within 
the time limit, as well as to 
add some more dramatic 
and action-packed scenes. 
The movie still retains the 
mysterious aspects of the 
book, while adding some 
exposition to our Belgian 
sleuth and his unique 
abilities. While the movie 
garnered mixed reviews, I 
happened to greatly enjoy 
it, finding it respectively 
similar to the book while 
still appreciating the 
originality of the movie. The 
acting makes it captivating, 
with amazing performances 
by each and every actor 
that really brought the 
characters to life.
 Many found it an 
unnecessary adaptation, 
but I think it introduces 
Christie’s works to a whole 
new audience. It is a movie 
that anyone can find 
entertaining. But if you 
plan on reading the book, 
hold out on the movie. 
The ending is so much 
more unbelievable when 
presented in the novel. So 
get your “little gray cells” in 
gear, you’ll need them for a 
mystery like this!

Interested in Joining Chieftain?
Contact 

mhschieftain@gmail.com
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NFL Ratings Falling Since 2015
Callie Anderson
 During the Super 
Bowl, advertisers can 
expect to pay about five 
million dollars for a thirty 
second ad. According to 
the Bleacher Report, in 
1967 at the first Super 
Bowl, advertisers paid 
forty thousand dollars, 
which is just under three 
hundred thousand dollars 
today. Part of the reason 
advertising costs have 
increased so drastically 
over the past fifty years 
is that recently over a 
hundred million people 
have tuned into see the 
Super Bowl. Even though 
popular during the Super 
Bowl, overall, the National 
Football League has been 
losing viewers. If this trend 
also applies to the next few 
years of the Super Bowl, 
we might see advertising 
costs decrease.  
 The recent trend of 
the NFL’s ratings lowering 
has some advertisers 
worried. John Schnatter, 
the Papa John’s Pizza 
International Inc. CEO and 
spokesperson, blamed the 
league for his company’s 
slow revenue growth 
because of football players 
like Colin Kaepernick 

kneeling during the national 
anthem and driving away 
viewers. The player protests 
during the national anthem 
are controversial and have 
the ability to alienate 
viewers. According to a 
J.D. Power poll, twenty-six 
percent of people who have 
watched fewer NFL games 
in the past year credit their 
decision to these protests. 
 There are other 
important issues with the 
NFL causing its viewership 
to drop. According to the 
same J.D. Power poll, 
twenty-four percent of 
people have watched fewer 
NFL games because of 
a combination of image 
issues with the league like 
domestic violence and game 
delays including penalties. 
Domestic violence issues 
with players gained 
national attention in 2014 
after a video of Ray Rice, a 
Baltimore Ravens running 
back, punching his fiancé 
in an elevator and then 
dragging her out of the 
elevator. Issues like this 
have mostly affected the 
NFL’s viewership among 
women. Also, due to recent 
rule changes, coaches 
can challenge plays and 
while others are under 

automatic review. These 
reviews interrupt the flow 
of the game, causing those 
watching on TV to tune out.
 Along with player 
protests, the league’s 
image issues, and game 
delays, other factors 
include overexposure of 
games on social media and 
prominent stars such as 
Peyton Manning and Aaron 
Rodgers retiring or getting 
injured. Overall, according 
to the J.D. Power poll, 
twelve percent of people 
have watched fewer NFL 
games in the past year. 
 These  ratings 
drops are spread out 
unevenly across different 
networks and game days. 
Bloomberg reports that 
ESPN’s “Monday Night 
Football” ratings have 
dropped since 2015 and 
that NBC’s “Sunday Night 
Football” viewership has 
dropped five percent in the 
past year. CBS’s Sunday 
Night Football package has 
dropped eleven percent, 
making it the steepest 
drop of all of the networks. 
 Advertisers and the 
NFL itself are likely going to 
continue to track ratings in 
order to figure out how to 
best reverse this trend.

Olympic Contenders

Nicole Gianetta

 It’s already been 
more than a year since 
the Rio 2016 Olympics, 
and the top gymnasts are 
back in the gym, training 
yet again. However, only 4 
gymnasts will be allowed to 
compete. With the chances 
so slim, who are the 
best olympic gymnastics 
contenders? Simone Biles, 
Laurie Hernandez and Aly 
Raisman are definitely top 
picks; however, they may 
retire, leaving the slots open 
for new gymnasts such as 
Ragan Smith, Morgan Hurd 
and Maile O’Keefe.  
 Ragan Smith is 
currently a fan favorite, 
she was an alternate at the 
2016 Olympics and she 
received first all around 
at the 2017 P and G 
championships, along with 
many other titles. At only 
four feet and six inches, 
she’s tiny yet powerful. 
Along with Smith’s skills, 
her bubbly personality and 
positive attitude attracts 
fans. She keeps her nerves 
in-check and makes sure 
to give it her all. Valeri 
Liukin, the women’s 
national team coordinator 
said, “She’s the leader of 
the team… she knows she 
needs to lead this team to 
the next generation.” Ragan 
managed to slip her way 
onto the senior national 
team along with Morgan 
Hurd.

Hurd said that her favorite 
aspect about gymnastics 
is the challenge of the 
sport. This has definitely 
proven itself to be true for 
her because no matter 
how rough the practice 
or the competition, she’ll 
come back the next day 
better than ever. On 
the first night of the P 
and G championships, 
she struggled on a few 
apparatusses; however, 
the next day she received 
6th all around. Hurd is yet 
again another fan favorite. 
 Maile O’Keefe, a 15 
year old, earned herself a 
spot on the junior national 
team. O’Keefe’s coach 
described her as a bundle 
of energy and enthusiasm 
ever since she entered the 
gym. Like Morgan and 
Ragan, Maile found her 
knack for the sport right 
away. Her ambition and 
passion to the sport drives 
her to accomplish her 
dreams.
 Ragan Smith, 
Morgan Hurd and Maile 
O’Keefe are all 2020 
Olympic gymnastics 
contenders, we just have 
to wait and see what the 
future holds. With much 
time for improvement, the 
tables may completely turn. 
For now, however, these are 
only three 2020 Olympic 
Gymnastics contenders 
outside of the former 
Olympic gymnasts.

 Video Games in the Olympics
Jimmy Christos

 You may be asking 
yourself what esports are 
and who plays them. Maybe 
even characterizing the 
participants as basement 
dwellers or unathletic 
geeks playing video games 
to make up for their lack of 
direction in life. In reality, 
esports requires mental 
strength, technical skills, 
and dedication just life any 
other sport.
 Some esports teams 
have a schedule to train 
from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. every day, which 
includes training for their 
respective game, doing 
some physically activities 
for conditioning, and 
eating. These participcants 

are dedicated to the effort 
it takes to become great. 
Just because they’re not 
traditional athletes doesn’t 
mean they are not athletic. 
 Viewerships for the 
NFL, Olympics and English 
Premier league are down 
while esports as a whole 
is going up exponentially. 
Let’s take the largest esports 
event and compare it to the 
largest basketball event. 
Over 25 million people 
watched Game Seven of 
the NBA Finals whereas 43 
million people viewed the 
League of Legends World 
Championship of 2016 
That’s just people watching 
one event in one game.
 Twitch is the largest 
esport broadcast website 
and is viewed by over a 

hundred million people a 
month. These people watch 
their favorite player and 
influencer practicing or 
casual play the game they 
enjoy. As some large sports 
businesses loss viewers, 
esports is gaining viewers. 
Seventy-six percent of 
esports enthusiasts say 
that they take away time 
from hours they used to 
spend viewing sports.
 The Olympics has 
lost fifteen percent of 
viewership from 2012 to 
2016. By the 2024 Olympics 
it might be inevitable for 
the International Olympics 
Committee and the world 
to recognize esports as a 
sport.

https://www.people.com

Ragan Smith, Malie  O’Keefe, and Morgan Hurd at a competition in Egypt

Sugar Bowl: Alabama  Clemson
Jimmy Christos

 After Alabama’s 
heartbreaking loss last 
year versus Clemson in 
the NCAA College Football 
National Championship 
game,  the two teams will 
meet in the Sugar Bowl 
January 1, 2018. Last year, 
Alabama led 31-28 with two 
minutes to go. Deshaun 
Watson trotted onto the 
field with the renewed 
feeling from the previous 
year. As a Senior it was his 
last chance at the trophy. 
He drove Clemson down 
into Alabama’s redzone. 
With just 6 seconds to go 
and on Alabama’s two yard 

line Dabo Swinney opted 
to give Watson a chance to 
win the game with his arm. 
Watson delivered a fast 
strike into wide receiver 
Henry Renfrow with 1 
second left for the 35-31 
Clemson win.
 This will be the 
third year in a row that the 
teams meet in the College 
Football Playoffs, but the 
first time not in the National 
Championship game.
 This year, Clemson 
is the number one ranked 
team in the country 
and Alabama is number 
four. In their last game, 
Clemson trampled the 
Miami Hurricanes in a 38-3 

slaughter. On the other side 
Alabama lost to Auburn 26-
14. In this matchup, every 
statistic and overall player 
skill indicates an Alabama 
win, even the betting odds 
has Alabama by 3 points.
 There’s something 
special about Dabo Swinney 
and these Clemson Tigers. 
Football doesn’t come down 
to individual skill all the 
time. This Clemson football 
team is unified behind 
Swinney and trust in him 
to lead them to the promise 
land. I believe Clemson 
will win 34-28 in a highly 
contested game.https://www.si.com

The quarterback matchup in the Sugar Bowl.


